Zaire S. Gross
November 19, 1987 - September 5, 2009

Zaire Gross-Burrill, born on November 19, 1987 in Washington D.C., was the
first child of Darnay Gross-Simms And Kenneth S. Burrill. It didn’t take long for
his family to realize that Zaire was very special. He was an inquisitive, fun
loving, creative and very cheerful baby.During his 21 years on this earth, he
touched many people with his humor, compassion, love wisdom and creative
talents. He had a style and spirit that brought joy and laughter in the darkest of
moments. But, he also knew when to be serious and focused.Zaire’s creativity
had no walls. He was a writer, singer, dancer, actor and visual artist. He had
an incredible thirst for knowledge in many fields. In fact one might consider
him to be a modern day courtier with his cool mind, proper bearing and
gestures, good voice that churned out beautiful, elegant and brave words and
his knowledge of music, literature and current events.The depth and breath of
his skills became evident while he was in middle school. In fact, by the time
Zaire was 14 he had written two plays, over 20 poems and several short
stories. He had, also performed in three stage plays produced by the
Columbia Center for Theatrical Arts: The Little House of Horrors, Pippin, and
Les Miserables. Zaire was very personable. He loved to meet new people and
his compassionate spirit made everyone feel comfortable. Zaire, with his
family, moved to Columbia Maryland in time for him to begin high school. He
was really excited about this move, which he called “ A Giant Step Forward,”
he made his enthusiasm known. “ | am excited about the opportunity to attend
Wilde Lake High School... | am anxious to be in an environment with



teenagers from various backgrounds. | am confident that | will fit in. | get along
well with others and have gained the respect of my peers as well as adults.
This became evident when | was elected middle school president... | am sure
that | will do well in a school environment that will prepare me for college and
give me the opportunity to participate in drama and musical activities. Yes, |
am ready to spread my wings!”And, spread his wings, he did! During his years
at Wilde Lake, he learned to play the guitar, was elected president of the GSA,
was a booster for the cheerleaders, was a talent/ fashion show organizer and
participant, and was a member of the choir and theatre club. He was most
proud of his role in Wilde Lake’s production of Seussical Musical, for which he
received a Cappie nomination for best male vocalist in a high school
musical.Performing was just one of his passions, Zaire was also interested in
speaking out for the underserved, misunderstood and challenged. He loved
bringing people together around controversial issues. Center Stage’s
Encounter Program turned out to be a place where he could satisfy several of
his passions. Zaire was a member of the Center Stage Encounter Program for
four years. At Encounter, he truly spread his wings, writing, dancing, singing
and choreographing poetry, songs and improvisational skits that addressed
challenges and opportunities that teenagers and their families face. His
association with Encounter gave him the opportunity to dance with the Liz
Lerman Dance Exchange in Washington DC. The two groups used the
performing arts to address issues related to hunger, risk-taking, abuse,
violence, racism, genetics, war, dreams, etc. Last year Zaire co-hosted a
weekly Internet talk show that addressed some of these same issues.Zaire
began his post secondary education focusing on Theatre Arts at Howard
County Community College. However, after working in the retail business he
had decided to change his major, this fall, to Fashion Marketing.Zaire’s
Facebook profile proudly displays his Christian orientation. He was baptized
(christened) and received First Communion at Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church in Baltimore Maryland. His Christian education was
strengthened by his parents, family and St. Ambrose Catholic School in



Baltimore, MD. Upon moving to Columbia he attended the Touch of Love Bible
Church with his mother and brothers. We are confident that he is bring joy in
God’s chamber to those who have preceded him home.Zaire is survived by
his parents Darnay Gross- Simms and Kenneth S. Burrill; his siblings Tony
and Kai Simms and Jasmine Burrill; his grandparents, Brenda E. Gross,
Peggy Burrill and Doulas Burrill; his great-grand parents William and
Consuela Gross; step-father Tony Simms; aunts and uncles, G. Joyce Hamer,
Melva White, Nicol Singh, Phillip and Michelle Burrill, Clyde Dorsey, Cathryn
Moore, Clarence Thompson, Lorraine Henson, and Oscar Walker, Many
cousins and other relatives and friends such as Jerome Montague, Marla
Moore, Elvera Kirk, Ernest Moore, Marcus Moore, Aurelia Davenport, Hope
Roane, Keith and Lottie Dorsey, Rose Dorsey; James Henson, Jr., Michael
Walker, Myasha Kirk, etc.
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October 13, 2022 at 08:33 AM

Hi Zaire it's your baby sister Jazmine. | love you so much and miss
you so much. If you were here my lofe would be so different. Keep
watching over me and your neice and nephew. | cant wait to meet

again brother §9 Your sister, Jazmine Kayla.

Jazmine Kayla - October 28, 2019 at 05:51 PM

Please accept my deepest condolences for | too know the pain of
losing someone you love. May you find comfort in knowing that very
soon, our loving Heavenly Father Jehovah promises us that all
those in the 'memorial tombs' will hear the voice of his son Christ
Jesus, and ‘come out' by means of the resurrection (John 5:28,29).
What a wonderful day that will be!##imported-begin##Kevin
Jackson##timported-end#

July 02, 2010 at 02:21 PM

YOUR SPIRIT WILL LIVE ON. GOD BLESS.##imported-
begin##AUNT CORA##imported-end##

July 02, 2010 at 02:21 PM
May God continue to bless and keep you in his care. My prayers are

with you.##imported-begin##Calvin Whiting##imported-end##

July 02, 2010 at 02:21 PM



Please accept our deepest condolences. Zaire will be truly missed,
may you find comfort in your memories and strength through your
faith.##imported-begin##Touch of Love Bible Church Praise
Teamitimported-end#i#

July 02, 2010 at 02:21 PM

Darnay and Family, Isaiah 41:10 Fear not, for | am with you ; be not
dismayed, for | am your God. | will strengthen you, yes | will help
you, | will uphold you with My righteous right hand. The Shird Family
wishes to express our deepest heartfelt condolences during your
time of need. We are here if you need anything.##imported-
begin##Anitra Shird##imported-end##

July 02, 2010 at 02:21 PM

My prayers are with you at this most heart-crushing time. Words
may feel insuffucient to ease the pain of such a great loss in your
lives. Take comfort in the love of God, and lean on those who love
you to see you through your sorrow.##imported-begin##Betty
Hickey (Sojourner Douglass College)##imported-end##

July 02, 2010 at 02:21 PM
May God bless you and your family. Hold on to Gods unchanging
hands, he'll carry you during these painful times.##imported-

begin##Ronni Gladden##imported-end##

July 02, 2010 at 02:21 PM



I leave my prayers and respect for you. God Bless##imported-
begin##Tashawna##imported-end##

July 02, 2010 at 02:21 PM

SYMPATHY ON YOUR LOSS TRUST IN GOD TO SEE YOU
THROUGH AND KNOW THAT MANY THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
ARE WITH YOU NOW.##imported-begin##PAULA
HARRIS##imported-end##

July 02, 2010 at 02:21 PM

It is with great saddness to have learned of the home going of your
Son Zaire. My prayers and love are with you and your family. May
God Bless You during these times with reassurance that He is Still
on the Throne. With All My Love Bernadette.##imported-
begin##Bernadette Lyles##imported-end##

July 02, 2010 at 02:21 PM

To the family, please accept my sincere sympathy on the passing of
your loved one. Please take comfort in knowing that Jehovah God is
near to "those broken at heart and those who are crushed in spirit
he saves". Psalms 34:18. He has also promised to do away with
dead forever. Isaiah 25:8 May these scriptures help in your time of
sorrow and sadness.##imported-begin##Marilynn
Wrighti##imported-end##

July 02, 2010 at 02:21 PM



I would like to convey my deepest sympathy for the loss of your
dear loved one. Death is never easy to cope with especially when it
overtakes someone so young. May you find solace in the God of
comfort (2Cor1:3-4) and the promise that those who have fallen
asleep in death will live again by means of a resurrection to life on a
paradise earth (John5:28-29, Psalm37:11,29). Warmest
regards.##imported-beqin##C. Murphy##imported-end##

July 02, 2010 at 02:21 PM



