
Rev Willie E Ray
February 4, 1948 - April 20, 2025

Reverend William Willie Edward Ray a devoted servant of God and tireless
advocate for the youth of Baltimore, entered the Heavenly Kingdom on
Resurrection Sunday, April 20, 2025. Born on February 4,1949. in Baltimore,
Maryland, he was the beloved son of the late George and Corren (Isaac) Ray
and the youngest brother of seven siblings: Wyman Issac, Francis Fiersus
Neverdon George Bubbles' Ray Jr. Betty Jean Young, Issac Peekie ' Ray and
Evelyn Netty Powell all of whom preceded him in death. 

 

Rev. Ray's journey was one of faith, scholarship, and services. A graduate of
Frederick Douglass High School, he pursued higher education at Antioch
University before completing theological training at the Youngest Life Institute
Seminary in New York. His commitment to urban ministry led him to purse
further study at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in Massachusetts,
where he deepened his of theology and social engagement in their Master of
Urban Theology program. As a young man, Rev Ray was very much a part of
the hip entertainment culture of the time he maintained a full social life and
enjoyed having a good time. 

 

The assassination of Rev Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on April 4,1968 ignited.
Rev Ray's callling to the ministry. Caught up in the excitement of the
circumstances that followed, Rev Ray beleived that God was getting his
attention telling him to set an example for inner-city youth. He was licensed by



Bishop L. K. Ceasar of First Mt. Olive Freewill Baptist Church in 1972 and
interned in New Shiloh Baptist Church under Rev Dr. Harold A Carter, Sr in
1973. Rev Ray was ordained by Rev. Dr Vernon Dobson of Union Baptist and
Bishop Winfield Showell of First Apostolic Faith Church on March 25, 1977.
He served as an Association to Rev Dr. Arnold W. Howard at the Enon Baptist
Church in 1995 Rev Ray was the founder and Pastor of New Promise land
Baptist Church in 2008 which was later rededicated in 2015. On January 1,
2020, Rev Ray joined the New Shiloh Baptist Church now pastored by Rev Dr.
Harold A. Carter Jr. 

 

For over five decades.Rev.Ray was a beacon of hope ,tirelessly advocating
for troubled youth and working toward social justice.In 1969 he secured
$250,000 for the restoration and renovation of the Pine Street Police Station
and establishing Redeemers Palace, a self -help program for those seeking to
reclaim their lives from substance abuse and the criminal underworld. His
passion led to the creation of organizations like Save Another Youth,Inc.and
Stop The Violence Coalition Movement,which provided mentorship,safe
havens and opportunities for young people.His work extended beyond the
pulpit through initiatives such as candlelight vigils,back-to -school block
parties ,and community outreach programs designed to uplift the citys most
vulnerable.Reverend Ray ran for a seat on the Baltimore City Council in 1987.

Rev. Rays impact was far-reaching,touching lives across Baltimore through
his collaborations with faith leaders,policymakers, and social activists.His
enduring legacy is one of unwavering commitment to his community,a
steadfast devotion to God,and a deep love for humanity. 

 

Rev.William Edward Ray leaves to cherish his memory a host of nieces
,nephews,and cousins as well as a vast community of colleagues ,friends,and
people he helped and influenced throughout his years of service.





Previous Events

Public Viewing

MAY 8. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

March Funeral Home - West
4300 Wabash Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21215

Wake

MAY 9. 10:00 AM (ET)

New Shiloh Baptist Church
2100 N. Monroe Street
baltimore, MD 21216

Funeral Service

MAY 9. 11:00 AM (ET)

New Shiloh Baptist Church
2100 N. Monroe Street
baltimore, MD 21216
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M. Summers - May 09, 2025 at 06:48 PM

Rev. Willie Ray was a strong and long time supporter of Rev. Al.
Sharpton and National Action Network. He was a member of the
local chapter and ready and willing to serve wherever needed.
When he wasn’t feeling well he was ready to travel to DC March on
Washington or New York to the convention or other events. Rev.
Ray was a soldier for the youth and always thinking of ways to
better support them. His work will not lay void. The work of a soldier
will prevail. Rev. Ray will be missed.

David L Murphy - May 09, 2025 at 11:44 AM

Rest In Peace, Soldier! Job Well Done! Much Love & Respect,
David Murphy

t ara thompson - May 07, 2025 at 06:40 PM

hello family I remember when rev. Willie ray used to work yp lemmel
junior hign school he had a modeling group called the sophisticated
ladies and the elegant I used model for him me tara mason my
sister Rhonda mason Zina Johnson deneice parker and Terri toppin
and Russell Johnson and I cant remember the rest of us good times
one year we modeled yp givancys night club . elegant gents good
times rest in heaven rev Willie ray tara mason thompson they say to
absent from the body is to be present with the lord 
sihp rev Willie ray
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All Your Loving Neices and Nephews - May 07, 2025 at 12:15
AM

All Your Loving Neices and Nephews purchased
the Magnificent Life Spray for the family of Rev
Willie E Ray.

All Your Loving Neices and Nephews - May 07, 2025 at 12:15 AM

All Your Loving Neices and Nephews planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Rev Willie E Ray.

Roderick Jones - May 02, 2025 at 01:42 AM

I remember when we were children growing up me In Lexington
Terrace and you Pierce Street. Young and trying to find our way.
You always seem special my friend, and so you were. Baltimore will
surely be missed without you Rev. Ray. May God bless you and
your family. Mt heart is heavy for your family. Rest In Paradise my
friend.   

March Funeral Homes - May 01, 2025 at 10:41 AM

We the March Family and Staff wish to extend our deepest and
heartfelt sympathy in the passing of your loved one. Our prayers go
out to you and your family in your time of loss. We know and
understand that you have received many expressions of love and
we will continue to lift you up in prayer. May the memories you
cherish of brighter and happier days help to ease your sorrow and
comfort you always.

https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4324&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4324&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Jeanette Roberts - May 06, 2025 at 02:27 PM

You will truly be missed - you were Baltimore through and through.

Milton Dugger - May 08, 2025 at 02:56 PM

So little is said about those doing good for and in the City of Baltimore
by the propagandized media, which rules our airwaves. Willie Ray, like
my brother Charlie Dugger, worked the streets of Baltimore with the
goal of showing our young people another road to maturation. We all
mature in age, whether or not we want to recognize it! Help with
maturing mentally, emotionally, spiritually, in addition to physically are
all equally important. In this time of fatherless and even motherless
living for our youngsters we need the Willie Rays and Charlie Duggers,
and MORE!!! May your soul rest in peace, Willie RAY!!!!


