Theophilas McWilliams

December 22, 1919 - December 15, 2004

Theophilas McWilliams was the fourth child of the late Joe and Nannie (nee
Solomon) McWilliams, born August 2, 1919 in Littleton, North Carolina. His
brother, David, who died at the age of 5, called Theophilas "Tip" and so has
everyone else since. Theophilas was baptized at an early age at the \WWeyman
AME Chapel in Littleton, North Carolina. Even though he attended Zion from
time to time he became a member in January, 1997. Tip received his formal
education in the Halifax County School System. At an early age he took
interest in barbering, same as his father and older brother, Louis. After his tour
of military duty, he returned to North Carolina and married Dorothy Goins.
Months later they moved to the big "B". He was hired by Mr. Allen and had his
apprenticeship under Edward Smith at the shop once located on Caroline
Street and later to Monument Street. Also he went to school to learn the
bricklaying trade and here he met some of his life long friends (Willie and
Porter), apparently that was not for him. Tip and Dorothy saved until they were
able to purchase the business later known as McWilliams Barber Shop
located at 1601 East Lanvale Street. Under Tip's Master Barber status, he had
several apprentices (James Gee, Allen Baugh, Ray Stancil, McArthur Daniels,
James Whitley, and just prior to his stroke in October, 1996, his grandson,
Ernest). The shop was known for being able to get a haircut, meal and drink.
The children were given lollipops. He was barber to many people from all
walks of life; pastors, politicians, steelworkers, white collar, blue collar,
morticians including William Spicer and William C. March. In spite of his quick



temper, he was helpful and generous to people in the family and the
community. Dorothy preceded him in death on August 22, 2004. Theophilas
died December 15, 2004 at the Mercy Hospital Hospice Center after years of
dialysis and stroke related impairments. He and Dorothy are together again,
but most of all they are both in the presence of Jesus with a complete spiritual
body. Tip and Dorothy were great providers and parents because we children
were protected from many of the evils in this world and did not know that by
the world's standards we were poor. We were taught family values, and family
will have disagreements but we are still family and to love each other. When
we lived at 233 Silver Court and even more when we lived at 1601, the
weekends at Tip and Dorothy's house was the meeting place. Young and old,
married and single, relatives and friends would come. Mom fed upstairs and
then to the basement. Music jumping and dancing to the point where the red
and white tile residue would be all over shoes and pant legs. Our family loved
dancing. To cherish his memory are: daughter, Lillian A. Demby; son, Everett
Theophilas McWilliams; four grandchildren, Qiana Greene of New Jersey,
Ernest E. Demby, Jr., Crystal M. Demby and Keith Bailey; one great-
granddaughter, Shatara; adopted son, William C. Bailey; son-in-law, Ernest E.
Demby, Sr.; daughters-in-law, Emma Bailey and Brenda McWilliams; two
sisters, Viola Williams and Ernestine Bowser of Halifax County, North
Carolina; one brother, Willie McWilliams of Richmond, Virginia; sisters-in-law,
Manority McWilliams of Richmond, Virginia; Louise Goings of Baltimore,
Maryland and Calvester Silver of Temple Hills, Maryland and Georgia Goins of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; and a host of nieces, nephews and friends. He
was a summertime father to Carolyn Solomon, Carol Williams, Jacqueline
Parker, Frances Keene, Evelyn Thomas, Ronald Cates, Floyd and James Gee
(but not all in the same summer).
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My deepest sympathy during your time of sorrow but know that the
God of comfort is with you all during this time of tribulation.
(2Corinthian 1:3-4) Due to the many unforeseen occurrences that
brings tragedy to our lives Jehovah God promises one day soon
Death will be no more (Rev 21:3-4) and his son have been given the
authority to bring all those in the memorial tombs back to life. John
5:28-29 Just think there will come a time not only will death be no
more but Jehovah promises that no one will have to say I'm sick
according to Isaiah 33:24. | feel the need to express these words of
hope because so many of us today treasure the gift of life and we
do all we can to maintain it to hold on to it. That is why it hurts so
badly when our loved ones die. With so many of us desiring life
today no matter how good or bad it is we still want life here on earth.
No one looks forward to that time of death. That is why | am under
obligation by the spirit and love of God to share that hope that is in
our near future that the righteous shall inherit the earth and reside
upon it forever according to Psalms 37: 29 along with the above
stated promises on a paradise and peaceful earth. We all can hold
true to this everlasting promise because Isaiah states all the words
Jehovah have spoken WILL NOT RETURN WITHOUT RESULTS.
What a wonderful prospect for our future especially enlight of the
fact that Hebrews 6:18 States of God, it is IMPOSSIBLE for him to
lie.##imported-begin##Carteri#timported-end##
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