Ruth P. Tonkins

October 18, 1921 - September 4, 2014

RUTH NAOMI PALMER TONKINS, the only daughter of the late Clarence M.
and Ada (Brown) Palmer and wife of the late William 1. Tonkins (Bill),
departed this life on Thursday, September 4,2014, after suffering with health
issues for several years. Ruth was born October 18, 1921, in Augusta,
Georgia, the sixth of nine children. She was very proud of her family,
especially her brothers. Six brothers preceded her in death: Clarence, Edgar,
Douglas, Joseph, Coleridge, and Robert. She moved with the family at an
early age to Durham, North Carolina where she received her early education
in the public schools. In 1938 she moved to Baltimore, Maryland to live with
her grandmother and aunt where she completed her education. She
graduated from Douglass High School in February, 1941 (the last February
graduating class) and Coppin Teachers College in 1945. Later Ruth attended
New York University and Morgan State College where she earned a Masters
of Education. Ruth began her teaching career at school #140 in September of
1945. She continued teaching grades 1 thru 3 at schools #142 and #135 until
becoming a senior teacher at schools #122 and #19. Ruth also held the
positions of summer school teacher and summer school principal. After 31
years in education, she retired to enjoy and help raise her two grandsons,
Phillip and Kevin. Ruth attended AME Zion Methodist Church in Durham as a
child, where her father was the choir director and Treasurer. Upon her move to
Baltimore, she joined Bethel A.M.E. Methodist Church. Ruth later became a
member of John Wesley Methodist Church until she became ill and could not



attend. She would on occasion worship at Macedonia Baptist Church with her
husband who was a devoted member. Ruth met the late William 1. Tonkins
(Bill), the love of her life, at Douglass High School. They were married on
August 7, 1946 and enjoyed Sixty-four years together. From this union a son
was born, William Phillip Tonkins (Phil). Ruth enjoyed spending time spent
with her family and close friends. She was known as the family historian
because she knew all the facts and information about the family. Ruth greatly
enjoyed the Palmer-Brown family reunions held every two years and marveled
at how fast the children were growing up. She was a dedicated member of the
Bavlids and Cardigans Inc., social organizations formed by friends in support
of each other during their child rearing age. The groups also made donations
to various charities, provided food for needy children, and provided
scholarship opportunities for students. Ruth was also an active member of the
Westview Community Association.

As an avid Raven's football fan, Ruth wore her football jersey and watched
their games faithfully. Ruth was easy going, caring, helpful to others and had a
wonderful sense of humor. She was a great wife, loving mother, grandmother,
mother-in-law, sister, sister-in-law, aunt and friend to many. Her many hobbies
were sewing, knitting, crocheting, reading, gardening, and collecting salt and
pepper shakers from around the world.

Left to honor and cherish her life and legacy are: her devoted son, William
"Phil" Tonkins, Sr. (Judy), two grandsons, Dr. Wm. Phillip Tonkins, Jr. and
Kevin 1. Tonkins; two brothers, Dr. Warren D. Palmer, Sr. (Laura), Toledo,
Ohio, Dr. Elliott B.Palmer, Sr.(Juanita), Raleigh, North Carolina; one brother-
in-law, Samuel J. Tonkins (Carole "Patty"); one sister in-law, Evelyn Palmer of
Baltimore, Maryland; nieces, nephews, other relatives and special friends.



Cemetery Details

Garrison Forest Veterans

11501 Garrison Forest Road
Owings Mills, MD

Previous Events

Public Viewing

SEP 15. 8:30 AM - 8:00 PM (ET)

March Funeral Homes - West Baltimore
4300 Wabash Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21215

(410) 542-2400

info@marchfh.com

Family Hour

SEP 15. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

March Funeral Homes - West Baltimore
4300 Wabash Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21215

(410) 542-2400

info@marchfh.com


mailto:info@marchfh.com
mailto:info@marchfh.com

Wake

SEP 16. 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Macedonia Bapt. Church
718 W. Lafayette Ave
Baltimore, MD

Service

SEP 16. 11:00 AM (ET)

Macedonia Bapt. Church
718 W. Lafayette Ave
Baltimore, MD



Tribute Wall

Ruth P. Tonkins

October 13, 2022 at 08:33 AM

l&.Sophie
Strachan- I'm so sorry to read of your loss. | can't imagine the pain that you
Moreno feel at this time. May the God of comfort be with you at this time and

in times to come. He promises the hope of seeing our dead loved
ones again. That promise is at John 5:28,29 and also Rev. 21:3,4.

Sophie Strachan-Moreno - September 13, 2014 at 11:44 AM

My sincere condolences to your family. Death of a loved one is
never easy to deal with and our heavenly Father knows this very
well. That is why he made this promise in his word the Holy Bible
that very soon death will be swallowed up so that we will not
experience that pain anymore. This is found your in Bible at Isaiah
25:8. His wonderful son, Jesus Christ not only promised that there
will be a resurrection of those that died; (John 5:28, 29) but he also
demonstrated it when he resurrected his dear friend Lazarus from
death; (John Chapter 11).

I hope that during this difficult time these and other delightful
promises from our
heavenly Father bring some comfort to your family.

For more faith building encouragement please visit www.jw.org.

Sincerely,
E. Lewis

E Lewis - September 11, 2014 at 06:41 PM


https://www.jw.org/

We the March Family and Staff wish to extend our deepest and
heartfelt sympathy in the passing of your loved one. Our prayers go
out to you and your family in your time of loss. We know and
understand that you have received many expressions of love and
we will continue to lift you up in prayer. May the memories you
cherish of brighter and happier days help to ease your sorrow and
comfort you always.

March Funeral Homes - September 09, 2014 at 08:55 AM



