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June 4, 1926 - May 1, 2011

The Book Of Life 
 

EVERYONE IS WRITING A BOOK ABOUT THEIR LIFE. 
 

The “real “ author is Jesus Christ. From the beginning to the end, it is HIS
book. From the first page to the last, it is life. Life as it first entered the soul,
life as it grew and was fed, nourished and sustained. 

 

The recording of the life of MARTHA OSIE BOOKMAN, affectionately called
“Aunt Martha” by family and by friends began on June 4, 1926, when she was
the sixth child born to James Henry and Osie Venie Hursey; four brothers and
two sisters preceded her in death. They were, Marvin, Charles, Milton, Doris
and Helen. 

 

Martha received her education in the Baltimore City Public School System.
She attended the East Street School and Dunbar School. She always
expressed the importance of a good education to her family. 

 

Martha received her early religious training at the Water's A.M.E. Church. She
loved the Lord. Martha had a personal relationship with God. 

 

In her last days, she asked us to pray with and for her, and we prayed



together. She also asked us to read her favorite Psalm 117, and she recited it
as we read. 

 

She loved Reverend Harold Carter, Sr., Pastor of the New Shiloh Baptist
Church. She listened to his church service for many years, every Sunday, on
the radio until she went into the hospital. 

 

As a teenager, Martha met the love of her life, Allen Ollen Bookman. He was
known by many as “Buttercup”. They courted for several years and then
married. Of this union they had one child, Vivien Rae. They truly loved and
cherished their daughter affectionately known as “Ditty.” 

 

Martha was the matriarch of the family. When there were family problems and
concerns, Martha would call up the parties with the concerns and tell them
that she was on her way. At the end of the day, the problem was solved. 

 

She was in constant communication with family and friends everyday, she
would talk with her daughter, grandchildren, nephews, nieces, great-nephews
and great-nieces. Like clockwork, Martha would pick up her TELEHPONE!!!
She started our day with a wake-up call. She made sure that you were up and
about around 5:00 or 6:00a.m. She asked about your plans for the day
because she always wanted to stay in “the loop”. At the end of the work day,
she would call again to find out how your day went. Then she wanted to know
about your dinner plans. If you were not sure of what to cook, she offered
suggestions and told you how to prepare it. 

 

Before she lost her vision, Martha was an avid reader. She read several
newspapers daily. She always wanted to know what books we were currently
reading and we would discuss it. 

 

Her favorite hobby was cooking. When she was able to turn around in her



kitchen,she would turn out some fantastic meals from breakfast to banquets.
Her expertise was vast. She cooked Indian, Spanish, Chinese, American
cuisine, etc. If you wanted to know how to prepare a particular recipe, you
would call “Aunt Martha”. Many times when she decided to try a new recipe,
she would call (usually on a Saturday morning) her girls, her daughter, Ditty;
nieces, Gloria, Clarice and Thomasine. She instructed us to put our chores
aside, bring the children, and get over to her house and be prepared to spend
the entire day. One such recipe was “ Chutney”. We all had to taste it and give
our opinion. By the end of the day,, you would have thought we were having a
family reunion. 

 

Even in her last days, she was giving advise and words of wisdom to the staff
of the future Care – Northpoint Nursing facility. 

 

She had a phenomenal memory if her friends and family members wanted to
know or had forgotten something about their history, their city, especially
Baltimore, you could pick any community or neighborhood, she could tell you
about it! Sometimes she knew more about you then you knew about yourself. 

 

Enough cannot be said about her love and devotion to her family and her
friends. 

 

Until she retired in the late 1970', Martha was employed in the family
household of the late Dr. John C. Home, the former Dean of Johns Hopkins
School of Hygiene, and his wife, the late Amelia Hume. The Hume children,
Jack, Susan and William often referred to Martha as their second mother. The
Hume family loved and embraced Martha and her family as a part of their own
family. 

 

Martha was preceded in death by her beloved husband, Allen. 
 



She leaves to cherish the memories of her love and devotion: a daughter,
Vivien Rae Lee and her daughter devoted life partner, Mathew W. Dogan, III;
three grandsons, Craig Anthony Lee, Carlton Avery Lee and Christopher Allen
Lee; one great-daughter-in-law, Tonya Denise Lee; five great-grandchildren,
Brittney Nicole Lee, Bryant Allen Lee, Caira Ayanha Lee, Chailin Achai Lee
and Jordan Sheri Banks-Lee; three great-great grandchildren, Darrell Allen
Davis, Maleia Nicole Davis and Caleb Elijah Davis; two brothers-in-law,
Sidney Eugene Hicks and Jerome Hicks; two nephews, Michael Early Walker
and Michael Waring Edwards, one nephew preceded her in death, Gerald
Donald Walker , three nieces, Gloria Jean Howard (Norvin George Howard) ,
Clarice Maxine Day ( William Edgar Day) and Martha Thomasine Jordan
(James Jordan) first cousins, Edwina B. Love and Thomas Bratcher of
Washington,D.C. 

 

In recent years, she and her second cousin, Tannis Carroll of Washington
D.C. Had founded like sisters, and they talked on the telephone very often into
the wee hours of the morning. Occasionally, Tannis would come tp Baltimore
and spend a week or more with her. They cooked, they ate and talked about
family and the good old times. 

 

Also, she leaves to cherish her memory a life-long friend, Mrs Elenora Hill and
her loving family. They were close friends since their teens sharing many
experiences raising their girls, Elenora's two daughters, Shirley and Janice;
and Martha's daughter, Vivien (Ditty Girl). 

 

She had four great-nephews, nine great-great-nephews, one preceding her in
death, Tyrone Aaron Jackson; seven great-nieces and six great-great-nieces
and a host of other relatives and friends.



Cemetery Details

Garrison Forest Veterans

11501 Garrison Forest Road
Owings Mills, MD

Previous Events

Public Viewing

MAY 11. 8:30 AM - 8:00 PM (ET)

March Funeral Homes - East Baltimore
1101 East North Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21202
(410) 727-3300
info@marchfh.com

Wake

MAY 12. 11:30 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

March Funeral Homes - East Baltimore
1101 East North Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21202
(410) 727-3300
info@marchfh.com

mailto:info@marchfh.com
mailto:info@marchfh.com


Service

MAY 12. 12:00 PM (ET)

March Funeral Homes - East Baltimore
1101 East North Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21202
(410) 727-3300
info@marchfh.com

mailto:info@marchfh.com
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October 13, 2022 at 08:33 AM

Martha Osie Bookman

Taren Williams - May 19, 2011 at 01:34 PM

I know you don’t know me, but I saw Ms. Bookman's obituary; I
wanted to send you my condolences. 
As humans, we grieve over the death of a loved one; that’s normal,
because we know Jesus gave way to tears (John 11:35) after the
death of his close friend Lazarus. He demonstrated what
resurrection will mean for mankind; in John 11:11, 14-44, “Jesus
said to his disciples, ‘Lazarus our friend has gone to rest, but I am
journeying there to awaken him from sleep.’ Luke 23:43 provides us
the hope for paradise here on earth, because Jesus stated, “Truly I
tell you today, YOU will be with me in Paradise.” Jesus statement
meant that “All the earth will be transformed back into a paradise
under the rule of Christ as King! 
1 Thessalonians 4:13 Paul instructs us to not be ignorant
concerning those who are sleep (in death); This hope Paul mentions
is the hope for the restored Paradise on Earth, as Jehovah God had
originally created for all of mankind to enjoy.



MJ

Mary Johnson - May 04, 2011 at 10:15 AM

(Romans 15:4) For all the things that were written aforetime were
written for our instruction, that through our endurance and through
the comfort from the Scriptures we might have hope. 

  
I am one of the international Bible Students in the area. I would like
to send condolences to the family. There is a God of comfort and
you can read your Bible so that he can help you during this time in
your life. I hope these scriptures help comfort you. 

  
(John 5:28-29) Do not marvel at this, because the hour is coming in
which all those in the memorial tombs will hear his voice and come
out, those who did good things to a resurrection of life, those who
practiced vile things to a resurrection of judgment.

March Funeral Homes - May 03, 2011 at 05:08 PM

We the March Family and Staff wish to extend our deepest and
heartfelt sympathy in the passing of your loved one. Our prayers go
out to you and your family in your time of loss. We know and
understand that you have received many expressions of love and
we will continue to lift you up in prayer. May the memories you
cherish of brighter and happier days help to ease your sorrow and
comfort you always.


