Marjorie Charlotte Wilson
Saunders

April 15, 1920 - March 16, 2025

Marjorie Charlotte Wilson Saunders, at the age of 104, departed this life
Sunday, March 16, 2025, at 2:17 am with her daughter at her bedside. She
was the last surviving child (the youngest daughter of ten children) of the late
Thomas Graham Wilson, Sr., and Mary Virginia Tinsley Wilson in Charles City,
Virginia. The first seven years of her education were received in a one-room
school (Waterloo School), taught by her mother (a homemaker, seamstress,
and teacher). Her father, who migrated from Asheville, North Carolina, and
was employed as a machine riveter for the Newport News Shipyard, provided
the home and farm life. At the conclusion of her designated time on the
mourner’s bench, she became a member of Union Baptist Church in Charles
City. Later, she joined Moore Street Missionary Baptist Church of Richmond,
Virginia. At Moore Street, she was a regular member and soloist of the
Sanctuary Choir.

After graduating valedictorian from Ruthville High School (now Charles City
County High School), she received a scholarship to attend Virginia State
College (now Virginia State University), where she graduated with a degree in
Business Administration. Later, she received a Master's Degree in Business
Education from New York University. In marriage to James Robert Saunders,
Sr., of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (a World War |l and Korean War Veteran), she
gave birth to a son and daughter (Jimmy and Marjory May).



She settled in Richmond, Virginia (the birthplace of her mother) and
commenced to embrace a career teaching business at Maggie L. Walker and
George Wythe High Schools for twenty-nine years. In both northern and
southern states, she had the opportunity to apply her clerical and office
management skills as a bookkeeper and secretary. Prior to coming to
Richmond Public Schools, she was employed by North Carolina Mutual Life
Insurance Company in Wilmington, North Carolina, Saint Paul’'s College in
Lawrenceville, Virginia, I.R.S. Audit Department in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
and the National Headquarters of the Protestant Episcopal Church in New
York City. She was a member of the Virginia Business Association, Richmond
Education Association, National Education Association, and Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority.

Upon retirement, she returned to her love of music, singing in the church
choir, and studying private piano and voice lessons, reading and studying the
bible, reading and reflecting on great works of poetry and words of wisdom,
while adding the practice of yoga and tai chi. Of course, before the challenges
with mobility, her greatest source of joy was traveling and visiting with her
children and granddaughter, as well as communing with and relishing the
support of close colleagues, former students, friends, and relatives. She
cherished the family visits and communication with nieces and nephews. And,
her long lasting friendship with Eugene McKinley Spellman, Rev. Janice
Corbett, and Louise Bassett brought her great joy.

She leaves behind two devoted children, Marjory May and James Robert, Jr.,
(Renae), one grandchild (Monica), and two great-grandchildren (River Rayne
and Jude).

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that contributions be made to the
Woodland Cemetery Restoration Fund.






Cemetery Details

Forest Lawn Cemetery

4000 Pilots Lane
Richmond, VA 23222

Previous Events
Visitation

MAR 28. 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM (ET)

March Funeral Home-Laburnum Ave.
2110 E. Laburnum Ave.
Richmond, VA 23222

Funeral Service

MAR 29. 11:30 AM (ET)

March Funeral Home-Laburnum Chapel
Richmond, VA 23222



Tribute Wall

View and Download the Funeral Program

March Funeral Homes - March 28, 2025 at 11:21 AM

March Funeral Homes created a Webcast in memory of Marjorie
Charlotte Wilson Saunders

March Funeral Homes - March 19, 2025 at 05:12 PM

Jimmy & Marjory Mae, FrankO & | are saddened to hear of the loss
of Aunt Margie. My fondest memories are of her driving that cool
Corvair to Grandpa & Mother Wilson’s home and running around
the yard playing with you guys.

God bless and take care...with love, your cousin, Elaine

Elaine Wilson Johnson - March 29, 2025 at 08:20 AM

lo my dearly departed friend whom | will miss. Thank you for our
relationship

together for many years. May God bless the family with peace,
comfort and

love in the days ahead. Love, Rev. Janice Brown-Corbett

Janice Brown-Corbett - March 26, 2025 at 12:27 PM


https://storage.lifetributes.com/Tributes/8050382/pdf/funeral-program.pdf?cb=092cc2e9-5061-477b-b877-43e392345490

Marjory, ]
Thinking about you and sending prayers for

comfort and peace. .
With Sympathy, “
Legacy Hospice- Richmond Team

Legacy Hospice - March 21, 2025 at 10:07 AM

We the March Family and Staff wish to extend our deepest and
heartfelt sympathy in the passing of your loved one. Our prayers go
out to you and your family in your time of loss. We know and
understand that you have received many expressions of love and
we will continue to lift you up in prayer. May the memories you
cherish of brighter and happier days help to ease your sorrow and
comfort you always.

March Funeral Homes - March 19, 2025 at 05:12 PM

Remembering my dear friend Mrs. Saunders: An excellent teacher, a
wonderful co-worker and friend. Mrs.Saunders had a great sense of
humor--jokes you would never forget. A life well lived and truly missed.
We are most thankful for her journey on this side and wish her God's
peace as she is welcomed in her Heavenly Walk. Love and blessings
to the family.

Louise Bassett
Newport News, VA

Louise Bassett - April 04, 2025 at 02:30 PM



