
Dr. John L. Crew Sr.
November 2, 1926 - November 19, 2011

DR. JOHN L. CREW, SR., entered this life on November 2, 1926 in West
Minister, South Carolina to the late John and Lula Crew. His father was a
carpenter and farmer, his mother a homemaker. After a lengthy illness, he
made a peaceful transition to Glory on Saturday, November 19, 2011. 

 

His formal schooling began in West Minister, South Carolina. After graduating
from East End High School, he enlisted in the Navy and served with the
Combat Seabees in the Pacific Theatre during World War II, a commissioned
second lieutenant in the United States Army Infantry and a Colonel in the
Adjutant General Corps in the United States Army Reserve. In 1980, he
received both the distinguished service award and the Meritorious
Achievement Award from the Secretary of the Army from which he retired in
1981. John enjoyed sharing war stories; he had unforgettable moments while
serving which impacted his life forever. 

 

As a young boy, John was encouraged to excel in education by both his
parents. He gives them credit for instilling in him the concept of “Achievement
Motivation.” He earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration from
what is now Morgan State University in 1952. He graduated from New York
University in 1955 with a Master of Arts Degree in Educational Psychology
and in 1968 he was the first black to receive a Ph.D. in Education Research
and Design, Measurement and Statistics from University of Maryland, College



Park. 
 

John served the Baltimore City School System in many capacities and
became a pillar of change and excellence for urban education. He has been
noted for having “restored a sense of calm and normalcy to a system after it
had gone through a traumatic crisis.” He began his career with BCPS as an
educational psychologist. He left a decade later to become Supervisor of
Research and Evaluation for the Maryland State Department of Education and
later a teacher at West Chester Sate College in West Chester, PA. He
returned to Baltimore City Schools in 1969, when he was appointed director of
special services for pupils. He was later appointed deputy head for planning,
research and evaluation where he served as the architect of the 1974 and
1975 desegregation plans. In 1976, he was promoted to Superintendant of
Public instruction. He was absolutely dedicated to best educated. He
accomplishments as superintendent include, raising test scores to national
levels, expanding special education programs, restoring City College and
turning it into a citywide, coeducational Liberal arts school in 1977, and one of
The School of the Arts. John was also a published author who co-wrote the
book, Effective Public Education: The Baltimore Story. He retired from the
school system in 1982.



Cemetery Details

Druid Ridge

Previous Events

Public Viewing

NOV 25. 11:00 AM - 8:00 PM (ET)

March Funeral Homes - West Baltimore
4300 Wabash Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21215
(410) 542-2400
info@marchfh.com

Family Hour

NOV 25. 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM (ET)

March Funeral Homes - West Baltimore
4300 Wabash Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21215
(410) 542-2400
info@marchfh.com

Wake

NOV 26. 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Grace Presbyterian
2604 Banister Rd
Baltimore, MD

mailto:info@marchfh.com
mailto:info@marchfh.com


Service

NOV 26. 11:00 AM (ET)

Grace Presbyterian
2604 Banister Rd
Baltimore, MD
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October 13, 2022 at 08:33 AM

Dr. John L. Crew Sr.

Anita Boseman - November 23, 2011 at 09:40 PM

Dear Kim & Larry,
  

I know that you will miss your father dearly. I
know how I felt when Daddy died. But know
that he is in a better place now and it is your
job as his children to help your mother get through all of the things
she's going to have to go through in the coming days and months.

 Please know that you are in my thoughts and prayers.
 Your cousin,

 Anita

Ms Springer - November 22, 2011 at 04:33 AM

I'm so sorry for your loss and would like to offer my condolences to
your family. Death is such a terrible thing for a family to go through, I
actually lost my mom about 3yrs ago. I'm truly grateful that I have
the truth about death and look forward to the future when there will
be a resurrection of both the righteous and the unrighteous.”—
ACTS 24:15. I'm sure you would love to see your dead loved one
again in the coming Paradise here on earth! Again so sorry for your
loss!!



March Funeral Homes - November 21, 2011 at 05:50 PM

We the March Family and Staff wish to extend our deepest and
heartfelt sympathy in the passing of your loved one. Our prayers go
out to you and your family in your time of loss. We know and
understand that you have received many expressions of love and
we will continue to lift you up in prayer. May the memories you
cherish of brighter and happier days help to ease your sorrow and
comfort you always.


