Gilbert A. Barksdale

January 31, 1941 - January 20, 2014
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GILBERT ALLEN BARKSDALES, SR., was born on January 31, 1941 in
Baltimore, MD to the late St. Irene Robertson and James Matthews. Bro.
Barksdale, age 72, was called from labor to reward on Tuesday, January 21,
2014 at The University of Maryland Hospital.

Bro. Barksdale received his former education in the Baltimore City Public
School System and received his GED from the Adult Night School at
Douglass High School. He received his Associate Degree from Essex
Community College in Management during the early 70’s and Bachelors
Degree from Antioch University, in Business Administration, during the mid
80’s. When Bro Gilbert was a young boy, his oldest brother EImer would take
him along with him to his college classes to instill in him that education was a
very important component in life to have. With his education he was able to
attain Supervisor, and Director positions at Johns Hopkins Hospital, The
University of Maryland Hospital, Baltimore Goodwill Industries and Millennium
Nursing Home, where he retired in 2002 as the Director of Environmental
Service. During the 80’s and 90’s, Bro Barksdale also was part owner of B&B
Janitorial Service.

After 16 yrs. Of age, in the year of 1957, Bro. Barksdale was invited to attend
service with his neighbor and friend Bro. Howard Dennis. After rejoicing so
hard during the devotional part of the service and then hearing the words of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ preached by the Pastor, Bishop (Adv. Pre.



Elder) C. Amos Hansley, Bro. Barksdale decided that he too wanted to be a
member of the supreme Council of the House of Jacob.

He was taught that whatever your hands find to do, do it with all your might!
He was excited about learning the word of God and loved to open up the word
of God and loved to open up the scriptures to anyone who would listen. It
didn’t matter how old you were, gender, or the color of your skin; if you wanted
to talk about the scriptures, he was willing to share what he had been taught
but you had to be willing to get your Bible and read along with him. Bro
Barksdale also loved to preach and sing the songs of Zion. He was a member
of the Stars Of Zion of Baltimore, The Golden Tones, The Angelic Singers,
District 2A Choir, The Israelites of Washington, DC and a Member of The
Supreme Council of the House Of Jacob National Choir. He took great pride in
performing on musical programs. The spirit of God blessed him with the
following songs, “ Bless God, He’s Due the Praise”. “He Can Help You”,
“Abide in the Light of the Lord” and “Let the Holy Ghost Lead You”. During his
early days in the church, he was given a poem to learn and recite by the late
Adv. Sr. Mtr. Sarah Hansley entitled, “What Is Wrong with Our Churches
Today?”, written by Father, W. Israel J.I.S. He would recite this poem on many
Israel’s Day and Thanksgiving Day programs.

As Bro. Barksdale grew in the gospel, so did his dedication to God and his
people. He was made a Deacon after being in the church for a year, received
his Junior Ministers License in Hancock, MD and later in 1972 was made a
Presiding Elder and Assistant Pastor, of the Baltimore, MD mission under the
Pastorship of the late Adv. Pres. Elder Marvin Woods, a position he held with
pride for 18yrs.

He was passionate about inviting anyone that he met out to service! He was a
bold solider when he went out to do missionary work for the Lord. He loved
visiting the sick and shut —in and anyone who needed assistance. Bro Gilbert
had a strong desire to visit all of the churches throughout the coast of Israel.



He was blessed to visit every mission except one (Omaha, Nebraska) even
though his health was failing him, he still was making plans to complete his
goal. He tried to walk 2 miles daily; he enjoyed delicious meals, listening to
Quartet Gospel Music, and Martial Arts movies. Brother Gilbert Barksdale will
truly be missed in the city of Baltimore, the Washington, DC congregation and
throughout the coast of Israel.

Bro. Gilbert met and married Mtr. (Eldrs) Magdalene Hubbard in 1971 and
from this union came 5 children. He had special love for his son and daughter
from his first marriage. The joy he received from his grandchildren, when he
would hear their voices on the phone or see them in person gave him the
biggest smile. Bro. Gilbert loved all of his family, always making his rounds to
visit and spend time with them. He never like to gossip or put anyone down
but he showed his love by doing what he could to be a help, always willing to
meet you where you were in life and support you with kind words of
encouragement.

Bro. Barksdale was preceded in death by 2 sisters; Romaine, and Emma
Catherine and 2 brothers; Milton and Samuel. He leaves to cherish his
memories 7 children; Wanda Porter, Gilbert Barksdale, Jr.; Eldrs. Rose (Pre.
Elder Samuel) Adams, Tamar Barksdale, Bro. Barnabas, St. Hanna (Bro. Eric)
Grimes, Asa (Laurie) Barksdale Sr. 2 brothers; Reverend Elmer Barksdale,
Roland (Maxine) Robertson, 3 sisters; Deaconess Florence (Sylvester) Jones,
Jean Powell, Linda Barksdale. 9 grandchildren; Shaneen Porter, Keisha
Porter, Asa, Jr., Bro Matthias, Bro. David, Summer, Dominic, St. Lydia, Bro.
Eric. 1 great-granddaughter; Christiana, 2 God daughters; Mary Hansley,
Eldrs Yvette Chin and his long time friend in the Gospel, Adv. Pres. Elder
Clayborn Cann. We can not forget his nieces, nephews and a host of relatives
and friends!



Cemetery Details

Mt. Zion

Previous Events

Public Viewing

JAN 31. 8:30 AM - 8:00 PM (ET)

March Funeral Homes - West Baltimore
4300 Wabash Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21215

(410) 542-2400

info@marchfh.com

Wake

FEB 1. 11:30 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

March Funeral Homes - West Baltimore
4300 Wabash Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21215

(410) 542-2400

info@marchfh.com

Service

FEB 1.12:00 PM (ET)

March Funeral Homes - West Baltimore
4300 Wabash Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21215

(410) 542-2400

info@marchfh.com
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Tribute Wall

Gilbert A. Barksdale

October 13, 2022 at 08:33 AM

Our family would like to express condolences to your family. May
you find comfort from Jehovah God's Word The Bible. He assures
us at 1 Corinthians 15:26 that "the last enemy death will be brought
to nothing". Our prayers are with your family.

linn & family - February 04, 2014 at 09:20 AM

I will always remember his warm and caring

smile and his uplifting message. | feel so -4
fortunate to have met him and been given the
gift of hearing him speak. He was a warm,
loving, and inspiring man whose memory will
be blessed by all who met him. My sincere
sympathy to his family and friends.

Pat Whitlock - February 01, 2014 at 09:17 AM

Thank you! Your kind words and expression of sympathy are much

appreciated.
~Gilbert's daughter

Hanna - February 02, 2014 at 04:36 PM



Joanne & Roger Poor lit a candle in memory "

of Gilbert A. Barksdale

Joanne & Roger Poor - January 31, 2014 at 07:28 PM

Thank you so much!

Hanna - February 02, 2014 at 04:44 PM

I'm sorry for your loss. Death can be hard to cope with. Fortunately,
God promises to rid the earth of all sickness, suffering, and death
(Revelation 21:4). May this bring you comfort in this time of need.

JB - January 29, 2014 at 06:41 PM

Thank you JB for these words of comfort!

Hanna - February 02, 2014 at 04:38 PM

To the family: Our prayers are with you at this ]
time. May the handkerchief of wisdom and

understanding wiipe away your tears of I
SOrrow. u

The Banks family - January 27, 2014 at 09:55 AM

Thank you so much for your prayers and thinking of us!

Hanna - February 02, 2014 at 04:39 PM



We the March Family and Staff wish to extend our deepest and
heartfelt sympathy in the passing of your loved one. Our prayers go
out to you and your family in your time of loss. We know and
understand that you have received many expressions of love and
we will continue to lift you up in prayer. May the memories you
cherish of brighter and happier days help to ease your sorrow and
comfort you always.

March Funeral Homes - January 27, 2014 at 08:13 AM

Our gratitude towards you and your service to us during our time of
loss is abundant! Your kindness and willingness to do all you could to
make my Father's homecoming as stress free as possible overwhelms
us! Thank you, thank you, thank you!

~The Barksdale Family

Hanna - February 02, 2014 at 04:43 PM



