Eugenia Pugh Chilton

December 17, 1931 - March 20, 2025

Gene Chilton, ninety-three, passed away March 20, 2025 with her daughter,
Nancy, by her side. She was a resident of Westminster Canterbury,
Richmond, VA.

Born Eugenia Richmond Pugh, she was the daughter of Nancy Constance
Richmond and John Ray Pugh, both children of English immigrants. She and
her older sister, Connie, grew up in a home built by their grandfather across
from the Virginia Theological Seminary in what is now Alexandria. Just down
the street lived her Richmond grandparents. She graduated from Mount
Vernon High School and attended Mary Washington College.

Gene was married for nearly 70 years to Charlie Chilton, who died in 2022.
She is survived by their three children, John (Carolyn Moomaw), Scott (Sonia
Garcia), and Nancy (Greg Kesselring); three granddaughters, Ginny, Sarah,
and Emily; and seven great-grandchildren.

A fiercely independent thinker, Gene was an outspoken nonconformist and
self-described socialist. She used her right of free speech to oppose the
power held by corporate interests. She championed equality in healthcare and
education, and environmental protection, believing deeply in the
interconnectedness of all life and the need to care for the world rather than
exploit it. She opposed military intervention of all kinds, but especially U.S.



policy aimed at regime change anywhere in the world.

Before the phrase existed, she valued diversity, inclusion, and equity. Racism
troubled her deeply. In her circle of influence, she was always reaching across
the divide that isolates whites and people of color.

Her insatiable curiosity made her a voracious reader and an engaged follower
of current events. She questioned the mainstream narrative and relished
discussing the books and ideas that captivated her.

A lifelong artist, Gene painted, drew, created prints, and made zines well into
her later years. She also found joy in cooking and nurturing plants.

Gene’s hair turned white in her thirties. When the Iraq War began, she dyed a
patch of her hair blood red as a sign of protest. It remained that way for the
rest of her life. For many years, she protested weekly with Women in Black,
an anti-war human rights group formed by Israeli women in Jerusalem.

Despite increasing pain and mobility challenges in her later years, Gene
remained an active presence at Westminster Canterbury. She made regular
visits to the library and art room, baked cookies to share, and brightened the
lives of those around her with her infectious smile, easy laugh, and
unwavering spirit. She made good trouble to the very end.

A Unitarian memorial service celebrating her life will be held at Westminster
Canterbury Richmond Chapel on April 3 at 1 PM, followed by a reception.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations to the World Wildlife Fund or a
charity of your choice.



Cemetery Details

Private

Previous Events

Memorial Service

APR 3. 1:00 PM (ET)

Westminster Canterbury Chapel
1600 Westbrook Avenue
Richmond, VA 23227

Reception will follow service.



Tribute Wall

My deepest condolences to the entire Chilton family. Gene is my
mother's first cousin, and Gene and Charlie are my godparents.
While | have not been in touch for years, | think of them often. Be at
peace, and know that you are missed. Love to you all from myself,
and my extended family.

Peter Lundquist - April 04, 2025 at 07:02 PM
George & Naomi Guess purchased the Magnifice

nt Life Spray for the family of Eugenia Pugh
Chilton.

George & Naomi Guess - April 02, 2025 at 08:41 PM

4 files added to the tribute wall

sonia chilton - March 26, 2025 at 09:26 PM


https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4324&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4324&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4324&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

7 files added to the tribute wall

sonia chilton - March 26, 2025 at 09:22 PM

6 files added to the tribute wall

sonia chilton - March 26, 2025 at 09:14 PM



6 files added to the tribute wall

Sarah - March 26, 2025 at 08:08 PM

12 files added to the tribute wall

Nancy Chilton - March 26, 2025 at 06:05 PM

3 files added to the album Gene

James Maxwell - March 26, 2025 at 04:37 PM



We the March Family and Staff wish to extend our deepest and
heartfelt sympathy in the passing of your loved one. Our prayers go
out to you and your family in your time of loss. We know and
understand that you have received many expressions of love and
we will continue to lift you up in prayer. May the memories you
cherish of brighter and happier days help to ease your sorrow and
comfort you always.

March Funeral Homes - March 21, 2025 at 03:34 PM



