
Deborah Williams Friend
May 20, 1952 - July 15, 2020

On Wednesday, July 15, 2020, Deborah Williams Friend departed this life in
Gainesville, VA. 

 

She was born on May 20, 1952 to the late Catherine and David Williams, Sr.
in Richmond, Virginia. 

She was baptized at an early age at the Mount Olive Baptist Church,
Richmond, VA. She was educated in the Richmond Public Schools graduating
from Armstrong High School with the Class of 1969 and continued her
education by receiving a bachelor’s degree in Accounting from Strayer
University. 

 

On February 28, 1971, she married the love of her life, Robert “Bob” Wesley
Friend, Sr. and from that union they had one son, Robert “Robby” Friend and
a daughter, Dawn Friend. Through Bob’s military opportunities, they were able
to travel and live all over including Littleton, Massachusetts; Panama; Fort
Carson, Colorado; Atlanta, Georgia; and Vint Hill Farm Station (Warrenton,
VA)—finally relocating and settling in Midland, VA as home. 

 

Deborah worked in accounting for over 31 years in local firms. Before retiring,
Deborah used her financial genius to run an accounting firm partnership,
Small Business Enterprises, for over five years with her partner and best



friend, Carole Ortmyer in Bealeton, VA. They handled all aspects of financial
ventures from bookkeeping and corporate taxes to mentoring new
businesses. The two women shared a twin passion for accounting and helping
people! 

 

Her incredibly special gift from God was cooking…she could cook
ANYTHING!!! When asked, her husband of over 49 years says her specialty
was EVERYTHING! Her family adds in that NOBODY cooked macaroni and
cheese like Deborah! Another favorite of the family was her amazing rum cake
for the holidays! 

 

She also loved to line dance, to read (especially Stephen King), to buy
beautiful clothes and to fish. Bob said, “she loved to fish “anywhere there was
water and she baited her own hook”! She loved to travel—three trips she
especially talked about were with her family to City Island, NY, Mexico Beach,
FL and a Caribbean Capital JazzFest cruise. She loved her family and would
do anything she could for them. Her family members referred to her as “a
gentle soul” who never raised her voice but “said what she said and meant
what she said, no questions asked, just do it”…they loved and respected
her...so they did it! If something was going on in the family, you could always
depend on Deborah and Bob to be there. She could always be found with Bob
cooking on the grill or running the fish fryer with their beloved “Washington
NFL team” aprons on—especially at their Roots Family Reunions! She was
always ready to help! She will be deeply missed by her family and friends, but
her fun spirit will remain with us forever in our memories and especially in our
hearts. 

 

Deborah was preceded in death by two brothers, Alvin Jerome Roots and
Victor “Boo-Boo” Roots, and two sisters, Luedora Roots and Jill Roots. She is
survived by her very devoted husband, Robert Friend, Sr.; son, Robert Friend,
Jr., daughter, Dawn Friend; mother-in-law, Sadie Friend; brothers, David



Williams, Jr. (Creola), Carroll Roots (Angela) and Carlton A. Roots, Sr.
(Angela); sisters-in-law, Janice West (Charles) and Diane Roots; brothers-in-
law, James Friend, Jr. and Noel Friend (Gisele); host of nieces and nephews,
other relatives and friends. 

 

Deborah will rest at March Funeral Home, 2110 E. Laburnum Ave., Richmond
VA, for walk-through viewing on Wed., July 22, 2020 from 11am to 5pm.
Services will be held at March Funeral Home, 2110 E. Laburnum Ave.,
Richmond VA on Thurs., July 23, 2020 with viewing at 9:00am until start of
service at 10:00am. Family and friends attending services will assemble
9:30am at March Funeral Home. Interment Virginia Veterans Cemetery at
Amelia, Amelia Courthouse VA. In lieu of flowers, please make donations to
the UVA Health Cancer Center at https://giving.uvahealth.com/organization/ca
ncer-center



Cemetery Details

Virginia Veterans Cemetery at Amelia

10300 Pridesville Road
Amelia, VA 23002

Previous Events

Walk through Visitation

JUL 22. 11:00 AM - 5:00 PM (ET)

March Funeral Home -Laburnum Chapel
2110 E. Laburnum Ave.
Richmond, VA 23222

Celebration of Life

JUL 23. 10:00 AM (ET)

March Funeral Home -Laburnum Chapel
2110 E. Laburnum Ave.
Richmond, VA 23222
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March Funeral Homes - July 22, 2020 at 12:55 PM

To View the Webcast of the Funeral for Deborah Williams Friend,
Please Click the Link below.

October 13, 2022 at 08:33 AM

Deborah Williams Friend

Carole Ortmyer - July 25, 2020 at 08:14 AM

Debbie, I will miss you, your smile, your honesty and your company
forever. We shared a business, a friendship and a love for shopping!
We fought cancer at the same time and we cried together. 

 You are now in a place of peace where there is no pain, only joy. I
am sure we will "shop" again in heaven one day. 

 I will miss you and love you forever. 
 Carole Ortmyer
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Gwendolyn Davis - July 23, 2020 at 12:12 PM

Bob, Dawn, Robby, 
 
 
Thinking of you at this difficult time. My heart heart is filled with
sadness, 

 my memories filled with love, my thoughts close beside you. I'll
never forget 

 all the good times we've spent together. 
 Find peace and comfort in knowing that Deborah is at rest. 

  
 
Love, 

 Gwen Davis

Gwynneth Knight - July 22, 2020 at 03:39 PM

Bob, Robbie, Dawn, 
  

May God lift you up emotionally and spiritually. Know that Deborah
is in the arms of the Lord and the love we all had for her is
everlasting. Our deepest condolences and we're praying that each
of you will find peace in knowing you all will meet again. 
 
Love, 

 Gwyn and Larry
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July 22, 2020 at 01:45 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Deborah Williams Friend.

Mary Gilbert - July 21, 2020 at 12:14 PM

Our first meeting wasn't in the best circumstances, but it was an
absolute pleasure to be in your company. Your joyful spirit and
intense smile will forever be with me. As we prayed together and
found peace in our day; I am forever grateful for the kindness and
time we shared. To give on one's time no matter how small is like a
pebble that creates a ripple in a pond of water. It resonates beyond
what our eyes can see, but has permanence in that small fraction of
time. Prayers to you my sister in Christ. Much Love, Terry Gilbert

July 21, 2020 at 09:58 AM

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for
the family of Deborah Williams Friend.

July 20, 2020 at 01:12 PM

Summer's Light Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Deborah Williams Friend.

https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2999&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2999&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


March Funeral Homes - July 20, 2020 at 09:52 AM

We the March Family and Staff wish to extend our deepest and
heartfelt sympathy in the passing of your loved one. Our prayers go
out to you and your family in your time of loss. We know and
understand that you have received many expressions of love and
we will continue to lift you up in prayer. May the memories you
cherish of brighter and happier days help to ease your sorrow and
comfort you always.


