Charles Johnson
August 4, 1947 - December 1, 2020

THE STORY OF MY LIFE...Written by: Charles Johnson

| was born to my parents, Charles and Helen, on August 4, 1947 in Baltimore,
MD. | was the eldest brother to ten siblings. | always knew that | couldn’t stay
in my earthly form forever so on December 1, 2020, | made my transition
home.

The Boy...

| was raised with my grandparents, Arthur and Elizabeth Bowie. They were
deeply rooted in Christ and it was with them that I first found out about GOD.
My grandparents always made sure that we attended church and taught us to
believe in GOD. My cousin Ida used to play the organ and when | watched
her, | grew a passion for wanting to play it as well. My grandmother
orchestrated my opportunity for lessons and | never stopped playing. | played
sports as a boy but | enjoyed baseball more than anything else. My favorite
position was pitcher. | also learned to play chess as a young boy and |
enjoyed taking on others while perfecting my skills to beat my opponents in
only a few moves.

The Young Man...
| earned my GED before entering the United States Army. Although | didn’t
pursue a career in the military, | learned valuable lessons that taught me to be



a strong and disciplined man. As a young man, | had various jobs before
finding a career that | really wanted to stick with.

The Big Brother...

Although | didn’t grow up in a home with all of my brothers and sisters, | still
maintained a great relationship with all of them. | told each one of them what
to do! They would fuss and sometimes yell but they always kept their respect
for me as their older brother. They knew that | would never see them without
and that | would always protect them from whatever the situation presented.
We spent hours arguing, laughing, traveling, and loving each other as we
grew up. My mother and her sisters were close-knit, so | was also raised with
my first cousins, who | also treated like brothers and sisters. As the older
brother, | never wanted to see any of them leave this earth before me but | am
thankful that | have my sisters Dorothy, Shirley, Martha and my brother Gary
there to greet me in heaven when | arrive. | know that my other sisters, Karen,
Wendy, Trisha and my brothers Charles, Carmichael and Howard are sad to
see me go but | want them to know that | will always be their Big Brother and |
love them so much.

The Father...

In 1965, | fathered a son, James. | married the late Myra Scott in 1968 to
whom | had two children, Antoinette and Robert, with. | met Sharon Jones in
1967 and later had two children, Ramona and Trish. | later married the late
Janice Jones in 1986 and helped to raise her daughter and son, Tonette and
Davin. My children meant the world to me and | always wanted them to grow
up together and remain close. | loved my sons, but my girls were my world.
Nothing like a Daddy’s girl! My friends would say to me, “You've spoiled those
girls rotten” but | wouldn’t have it any other way. | was the KING of telling the
best Dad jokes. | would tell the joke and laugh before | could finish it and even
when | would mess it up, they would still laugh like | was the funniest man
alive.



The Hard Working Man...

Back in the day to earn money, | would drive cars off the docks, | drove a
liquor truck (lol), and | drove city cabs. | got pretty acquainted with the city of
Baltimore and it allowed me to develop my love for traveling. | drove Tour
buses for Smith Bus Company and would travel up and down and all over the
country. | would remember how to maneuver around the Eastern seaboard by
my various trips. | became a human GPS, lol.

| began my career with the city of Baltimore in September 1976 with the
Department of Public Works in the Patapsco Waste Water Treatment Division.
| spent many years there and had multiple roles but most recently | was the
Acting Plant Operations Supervisor. | was in charge of the plant’s daily
operations to ensure that all operations ran smoothly. | had planned to retire
but | decided to continue to work because | enjoyed having something to do
daily and | loved working with my crew. | met so many young men and young
women during my tenure there. They became a part of my family and |
became a part of theirs. | treated each one of them with respect and they
returned it back to me.

The Brother to Others...

| met many people throughout my life but the relationship that | had with the
men and women that | worked with throughout the years was invaluable to
me. | had loads of friends but | held a close relationship with my “Lunch
Crew”, Eric Johnson and Clarence Flight. We enjoyed our outings and they
became more to me than co-workers. They were my brothers. There
friendship extended past our work relationship. They fixed cars for me, made
repairs in the home, they even fixed my children’s and their children’s cars,
too. When | met Neal Jackson, he started the plant as a twenty-year-old
young man. | mentored him and he always remained a valued friend/son to



me. He thought that | was a mentor to him but watching him grow up to a
man, in reality, he really mentored me. Although | only had five biological
children, | became a father figure to the men and woman in the Primary
division.

The Man of God...

| began my faith walk at St. Ann’s Spiritual Temple as a boy. In the late 70’s, |
was introduced to Mt. Zion UMC- Magothy by the late Irvin Hall and | have
served as the organist there ever since. | assisted with many different choirs
and various churches such as the Dixon United Choral Ensemble, The
Queens Sisters, Hall UMC, Asbury Town Neck UMC and Mt. Calvary UMC to
name a few. Although | played for multiple choirs and churches, | spent the
most time traveling with the Rupert Hall Male Chorus. | served under the late
Reverend Julius Ford and most recently under, Pastor Johnnie Randolph, Jr. |
was blessed to play alongside my right hand, Birdi Green for over forty years
and Reverend Ernest Demby. We played music for Sanctuary Choir, the BG
Ensemble and the VOP Youth Ensemble and enjoyed serving the Lord
through music.

The Pop Pop...

My grandchildren were my world. They were the reason that | was brought
here. To give them the unconditional love that they would need. All thirteen
grandchildren and twenty-three great-grandchildren held a special place in my
heart. | tried to show them to be self-reliant and to be respectful. Their love
was unconditional and | would always talk about how proud | was of them. My
grandchildren’s career paths varied but each of them blazed a trail for
themselves. | am proud to leave this life knowing that they are ready to make
their marks in life. | will always be there with them in spirit, watching over and
reminding them to always do the right thing.

My Legacy...



My earthly life has come to an end but my legacy will continue through my
seven children, James (Renee), Antoinette, Robert, Ramona, Tonette (Kevin),
Davin and Trish; thirteen grandchildren, Donnell, Tyrone (Nakia), Keisha,
Joseph Il (Ebony), Ashley (Kendrick), Robert, Jr., Elrico, Monteya, Devin,
Jasmine, Raeqwan, Denitra, and James; twenty-three great-grandchildren;
three sisters, Wendy (Horace), Karen and Trisha; three brothers, Charles,
Carmichael (Barbara) and Howard (Aurelia); one uncle, Ernest (Diane); three
aunts, Clementine, Frieda, Hazel and Josephine; love and life partner,
Sharon; a second Mom, Alice Green; loads of nieces and nephews; my first
cousins that were raised as my siblings; godchildren; my church family; my
work family; and a host of others that | loved and shared my life with.

| am so thankful to each and every person that helped to fill my book of life.
Each of you brought something different and my life and its story has now
been completed. | hope that you will always know that | loved each of you and
| was so thankful to have you be a part of my story.



Cemetery Details

King Memorial Park Cemetery - Grand Heritage Chapel &
Mausoleum

8710 Dogwood Rd.

Baltimore, MD 21244

(410) 944-8300
info@kingmemorialpark.com
https://www.KingMemorialPark.com

Previous Events

Public Viewing

DEC 10. 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM (ET)

March Funeral Homes - West Baltimore
4300 Wabash Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21215

(410) 542-2400

info@marchfh.com

Public Viewing

DEC 11. 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM (ET)

March Life Tribute Center, P.A. - Randallstown
5616 Old Court Road

Windsor Mill, MD 21244

(410) 655-0110
https://www.marchlifetributecenter.com


mailto:info@kingmemorialpark.com
https://www.kingmemorialpark.com/
mailto:info@marchfh.com
https://www.marchlifetributecenter.com/

Wake

DEC 12. 10:00 AM - 10:30 AM (ET)

March Life Tribute Center
5616 Old Court Rd.
Randallstown, MD

Service

DEC 12. 10:30 AM (ET)

March Life Tribute Center, P.A. - Randallstown
5616 Old Court Road

Windsor Mill, MD 21244

(410) 655-0110
https://www.marchlifetributecenter.com


https://www.marchlifetributecenter.com/

Tribute Wall

March Funeral Homes created a Webcast for Charles in memory of
Charles Johnson

March Funeral Homes - December 08, 2020 at 11:58 AM

Charles Johnson

October 13, 2022 at 08:33 AM

| would talk to Charles now and again over the 15 years visiting the

Patapsco Treatment plant. He was surprisingly kind to me. | never
felt deserving of that.

Now, | can’t shake the regret of not knowing him better. Reading
about his life and seeing all the memories here has reinforced the
immortal advice to not take relationships for granted. To me Charles
was unassuming, but | now see a rich life. | am truly humbled.

| will always remember his smile. | hope to positively touch a
fraction of the lives as he has. That is how | must honor his memory,
as | see he has certainly woven into the fabric of his family who
honor him now...and always.

Andrew Rupprecht - May 02, 2021 at 12:11 PM



March Funeral Homes - December 26, 2020 at 09:37 AM

The Old Organ Grinder, his CB handle back in the day, will be truly
missed. My sincerest condolences to the family.

Stephen Winstead - December 12, 2020 at 05:41 PM
Charles holds a special place in my heart. He shared his gift of
music with Magothy and other churches for many years. He will be
greatly missed and lovingly remembered.

Virgie Hall - December 12, 2020 at 12:37 PM

Charlie was a great man that was always ]
willing to lend a helping hand a looked out for

others. He was dear to my heart. | will greatly .
miss him. My he rest in paradise. Michelle u
Epps- Patapsco

Michelle Epps - December 12, 2020 at 09:08 AM



Thanking God for the life and ministry of ]
Charles Johnson. He was indeed a blessing

to the Kingdom. We will miss you dearly but |
we know you are serenading the angels in u
heaven!

Rev. Dr. Sonia L. King - December 11, 2020 at 02:48 PM

Mr. Charles will always be the greatest organ player ever, too me.
There wasn't a time that | needed him to play for me, or the choir
and he delivered. Rest in peace. (Rhonda Dailey & Family).

Rhonda Dailey - December 09, 2020 at 09:37 PM

Bill and Marlene Owens purchased the Fairest of
All for the family of Charles Johnson.

Bill and Marlene Owens - December 09, 2020 at 03:15 PM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Charles Johnson.

December 09, 2020 at 10:44 AM


https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

I want to send my condolences and prayers to ]

the Johnson Family.
'u

Gail Yarbough - December 07, 2020 at 09:58 PM

God gave me the opportunity to know Charlie for 20 months | worked
with and got to know an extraordinary man he loved his family | grew to
love him very much | miss you Charles

Deborah Conway - December 08, 2020 at 08:04 AM
Charlie was like a father to me for 34 years at Patapasco, he would tell
me things and then say why am | telling you this stuff you are my

daughter Ha Ha Ha

Wanda L Green - December 12, 2020 at 10:53 AM

17 files added to the album The Life and Legacy of Charles
Johnson

Trish Johnson - December 07, 2020 at 05:58 PM



Charles was a great friend & mentor i will I
forever hold the precious memories close to

my heart. Love you in life , Love you in death. -
Sleep on my brother until we meet again. “
Donald Green, Jr ( Pop- pop)

Donald Green, Jr - December 05, 2020 at 01:52 PM

4 files added to the album The Life and Legacy of Charles Johnson

Trish Johnson - December 05, 2020 at 12:19 PM

The johnson family have my condolences and may the Lord
continue to bless and be with the family From Miss Lee and family .

Miss Lee and family - December 05, 2020 at 11:36 AM



25 files added to the album The Life and Legacy of Charles
Johnson

Trish Johnson - December 05, 2020 at 10:14 AM

LOVE AND DEEPEST SYPATHY SENT TO YOU FAMILY. MAY
GOD CONTINUE TO COMFORT AQND STRENGTHEN YOU.
GOD IS FAITHFUL HE WILL THERE BY YOUR SIDE, TRUST HIM.
GWENIE (ATLEAN BRYANT FAMILY)

gwendolyn bryant - December 05, 2020 at 08:16 AM

Sending out prayers to the family of your love one. He’s with the
Lord now no more sickness there. He’s resting with the Lord. Lift up
your head and be thankful for the time you got to spend with him.
And just know he’s watching over each one of you and it will get a
little easier with time, but the one thing you have that you can hold
on to is the memories you have in your heart. Hold on to that it will
help you get through. Love Ms Diane Cooper

Diane Cooper - December 05, 2020 at 07:47 AM



Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Charles Johnson.

December 04, 2020 at 06:52 PM

We the March Family and Staff wish to extend our deepest and
heartfelt sympathy in the passing of your loved one. Our prayers go
out to you and your family in your time of loss. We know and
understand that you have received many expressions of love and
we will continue to lift you up in prayer. May the memories you
cherish of brighter and happier days help to ease your sorrow and
comfort you always.

March Funeral Homes - December 04, 2020 at 09:24 AM

My sincerest condolences to my cousins Trish and Mona and the
family. My prayer is that God will blanket you with His peace and love
as you move forward after this. He will forever be present with you in
your hearts and every thought of him. Love you @s.

Patricia Jones - December 07, 2020 at 06:20 PM

| will always have many happy memories of listening to Mr. Charles
play the organ at Magothy. His beautiful playing has been both part of
my childhood and my adulthood. | pray that God will comfort the family
in the knowledge that his hands are skipping over those keys in
Heaven now and where his earthly work ended, his Heavenly work
began. May God keep you all.

MONICA WHEATLEY - December 10, 2020 at 02:01 PM


https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

To the Johnson Family, Our deepest condolences and prayers. Our
hearts are with you. May Gods peace comfort you and guide you
through.

The Larkins Family

Karen Larkins - December 10, 2020 at 08:26 PM



