
Catherine Selene Smith
February 16, 1917 - September 11, 2005

CATHERINE SELENA SMITH, the beloved daughter of the late Frank
Barkman and Annie Gray was born on February 17, 1916 in Baltimore,
Maryland. She went home to be with the Lord on September 11, 2005 after a
long illness. She received her education from the Baltimore City Public School
System and graduated from Frederick Douglass Senior High School in 1935.
Catherine or "Kitty" as she was affectionately known was well liked by her
classmates and friends. Catherine met and married her long time childhood
sweetheart Walter Smith. This happy union lasted for almost fifty years until
the Lord called her beloved Walter home to be with Him in 1986. To this union
was born two children, Barry Walter Smith and the late Robin Anne Smith.
Catherine was always a conscientious and diligent worker. She was employed
by Lutheran Hospital as an admitting clerk for a number of years. She later
worked for Hochchild Kohn Department Store as a receptionist until her
retirement in 1979. After her retirement Catherine enjoyed spending time with
family. She loved to entertain and fellowship, as shown by the countless
gatherings she sponsored for her family and friends. She always had a hot
meal and a kind word... or two... or three, for anyone who needed it. Catherine
was reared in a Christian home and was a member of the Emmanuel
Christian Community Church, where the late Rev. Sydney Daniels was the
pastor. She worked tirelessly behind the scenes for many of the church's
organizations. She also served as the president of the "Modernistic Buddies
Social Club." Feeling the need for an even closer walk with the Lord and a



desire to be with her beloved and newly ordained husband, Catherine became
a member of the First Apostolic Faith Church in 1978 under the leadership of
the late Bishop Winfield A. Showell. She was saved and filled with the Holy
Ghost and worked diligently within the church, serving in a host of different
capacities. She was a member of the Matrons Club and the Elders, Minsters
and Deacons Wives. She also served as President of both the New Members
Fellowship Committee and the Pulpit and Floral Committee. Catherine was
appointed to the Senior Mothers Board by Bishop Franklin Cornelius Showell
in 1985 because of her outstanding qualities as a Godly woman who was full
of love, compassion and concern for the saved and unsaved alike. She and
Elder Smith were faithful in ministry to the saints especially while visiting the
sick and shut in. Mother Smith had a wealth of knowledge and was very
opinionated to say the least. She shared this knowledge with her
grandchildren while demonstrating her commitment to them through monetary
advances for their education. Mother Catherine lived a long life with much joy
and contentment. She will be greatly missed by those who live on to embrace
and cherish her memory. She is survived by her loving son, Barry Walter
Smith; one daughter-in-law, Mary Ellen Smith; two grandchildren, Tramaine
Catherine Smith and Kevin Thomas Smith; one great-grandson, Darren Xavier
Smith; and one sister-in-law, Florence Alexander; not to mention a host of
nieces, nephews, relatives, friends and saints.
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My thoughts and prayers are with you as you reflect on the pleasant
memories of your dearly departed.##imported-begin##Mary Sykes-
Williams##imported-end##
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My deepest sympathy during your time of sorrow but know that the
God of comfort is with you all during this time of tribulation.
(2Corinthian 1:3-4) Due to the many unforeseen occurrences that
brings tragedy to our lives Jehovah God promises one day soon
Death will be no more (Rev 21:3-4) and his son have been given the
authority to bring all those in the memorial tombs back to life. John
5:28-29 Just think there will come a time not only will death be no
more but Jehovah promises that no one will have to say I’m sick
according to Isaiah 33:24. I feel the need to express these words of
hope because so many of us today treasure the gift of life and we
do all we can to maintain it to hold on to it. That is why it hurts so
badly when our loved ones die. With so many of us desiring life
today no matter how good or bad it is we still want life here on earth.
No one looks forward to that time of death. That is why I am under
obligation by the spirit and love of God to share that hope that is in
our near future that the righteous shall inherit the earth and reside
upon it forever according to Psalms 37: 29 along with the above
stated promises on a paradise and peaceful earth. We all can hold
true to this everlasting promise because Isaiah 55:11 states all the
words Jehovah have spoken WILL NOT RETURN WITHOUT
RESULTS. What a wonderful prospect for our future especially
enlight of the fact that Hebrews 6:18 States of God, it is
IMPOSSIBLE for him to lie.##imported-begin##Carter##imported-
end##
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Dear Family, Though we’ve never met, I would like to express my
sincere condolences for your great loss. If I may offer a comforting
scripture from God’s Word the Bible, it would be John 5:28,29 which
promises: “Do not marvel at this, because the hour is coming in
which all those in the memorial tombs will hear his (Jesus) voice
and come out, those who did good things to a resurrection of life.”
May your family find comfort in God’s Word during this most difficult
time.##imported-begin##Kelly Gathers##imported-end##


