
Carolyn Doles Blackwell
December 5, 1943 - March 5, 2022

Carolyn passed away March 5, 2022 at home following a courageous battle 
 recovering from a Stroke. Carolyn was comforted and cared for by her Holy 
 Cross Healthcare Team and a devoted son Rondy P. Griffin II. She was a 

 wonderful wife, mother, grandmother, accomplished Educator, Staff 
 Developer, Principal, and friend to many. 

 

At Dunbar Elementary she played softball, basketball, volleyball and ran 
 track. She always made the Honor Roll. She believed Dunbar was a vast

world 
 of opportunity for growth and development, for leadership, for sports, for 

 academics, for drama, for music, for interpersonal relationships, for 
 friends - blood or not - that was East Baltimore. She participated in the 

 same sports at Dunbar High School and made the Women's Basketball team
at 

 University of Maryland College Park in 1962 on scholarship. 
 

A graduate of Coppin State College and Masters in Education from Johns 
 Hopkins University, her goal had always been to be educated because she 
 loved learning and sharing. Early on a Recreational Leader at Somerset 

 Projects introduced her to 100 books she should read by the time she 



finished High School. By the end of 9th grade, she had read 130 extra 
 books and reported on 45. She was given an Award by the School (Dunbar) 

 for her efforts. 
 

She taught at School #20 for five (5) years and went on to become an 
 educational associate as a part of the Model Cities Program. In 1973, She 

 joined the Office of Staff Development. She worked hard, climbed the 
 educational ladder and served as Assistant Principal at Dr. Martin Luther 

 King Elementary School and later as Principal at Park Heights Elementary 
 School #14 and Furman L. Templeton #125. Carolyn retired from Templeton 

 having served the children of Baltimore City for 32 years. 
 

Carolyn had an avid interest in reading, writing, poetry, traveling and 
 volunteering. Believing that these endeavors expand the mind - She read 

 newspapers and magazines of all types daily. She read books on all 
 subjects - at least two (2) dozen or more a year. Carolyn traveled 

 extensively, having visited every Continent except Antarctica. She found 
 that travel broadened her perspective on life with a firsthand view of many 

 cultures and people. Amazingly, She would say,” I have found ME all over 
 the world.” 

 

During her career she was a part of NABSE (National Association of Black 
 School Educators) corporate She became an investor in building experiences 

 for girls growing up founding the Sisters Of Nia. As Queen Mother of The 
 Red Hatters and Pink Hatters she was always working to give back, volunteer 

 and share new experiences. Volunteering - going beyond yourself to give to 
 others in time, talent and energy was learned early at Somerset Recreation 
 Center. Carolyn became a volunteer at ten (10) years old. She had amassed 



so many hours, she was given an award by Mr. L. Clement Nixon, Supervisor 
 of Recreation. 

 

Devoted to her continued spiritual growth she was a dedicated member of 
 Lost and Found Ministries and Servants of the Crucified Savior (SOCS) 

 with Rev. Maurice Blackwell. Early Reflections on the East Baltimore 
 Community she felt a sense of pride and gratefulness for how it helped to 

 nurture her. The gratefulness came from the input of ministers like Rev. 
 Vernon T. Williams at First Baptist on Caroline Street. Bishop Showell at 
 First Apostolic, Fr. Offer at - St. Francis and others who took their 

 Churches off the corners and brought them into the communities to 
 spiritually enrich the lives of the people. They brought programs into the 

 projects, Vacation Bible School, holiday feasts and programs, things that a 
 depressed area and people could have hope. 

 

Carolyn was passionate about East Baltimore and the nurturing environment 
 it provided. She penned a book “From Roots To Fruits” which is part of the 

 founding collection at The East Baltimore Historical Library, a partnership 
 with the Henderson Hopkins School and Johns Hopkins University. 

 

Carolyn was an avid Music & Art Collector often gathering friends and 
 family to travel to The Philadelphia October Gallery to meet and find 

 unique art from renowned artist Thomas Blackshear, Charles Bibbs, and many
international works from the continent of Africa. She was happiest at 

 home celebrating holidays surrounded by those works of art along with the 
 gathering of family and friends listening to the Godfather of Soul-James 

 Brown. 
 



Carolyn was a loving wife, strong mother, faithful grandmother, and 
 “tough” sister- You know she was a black belt . She leaves to celebrate 

 her memory her Son Rondy P. Griffin II, her Grandson (Gemariah G. 
 Griffin), her sisters Dorothy Holt (Howard) and Lenora “Nodie” Doles. 
 Nieces Karen Doles, Aprile Purvis, , Christian, Nephews Allen Doles, Mark 

 Taylor, Arlen Doles, Adrian Doles and a host of cousins, and devoted 
 friends. She was preceded in Death by her husband Charles E. Blackwell 

 Jr. ,her parents James and Naomi Doles, Brothers Allen A. Doles Sr. and 
 Gregory Smith.



Cemetery Details

Woodlawn Cemetery

2130 Woodlawn Drive
Baltimore, MD 21207

Previous Events

Public Viewing

MAR 24. 2:00 PM - 4:30 PM (ET)

March Funeral Homes - West Baltimore
4300 Wabash Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21215
(410) 542-2400
info@marchfh.com

Wake

MAR 25. 11:30 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

March Funeral Homes - West Baltimore
4300 Wabash Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21215
(410) 542-2400
info@marchfh.com

mailto:info@marchfh.com
mailto:info@marchfh.com


Funeral Service

MAR 25. 12:00 PM (ET)

March Funeral Homes - West Baltimore
4300 Wabash Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21215
(410) 542-2400
info@marchfh.com

mailto:info@marchfh.com


Tribute Wall
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March Funeral Homes - March 17, 2022 at 09:09 AM

To View the Webcast of the Funeral for Carolyn Doles Blackwell,
Please Click the Link below.

October 13, 2022 at 08:33 AM

Carolyn Doles Blackwell

Lorraine Lockhart - April 10, 2022 at 03:53 PM

Mrs. Blackwell was the principal of Furman L. Templeton
Elementary School #125. I met her in 1990 upon my arrival in
Baltimore. I was assigned to her school as a fifth-grade teacher. I
remember her as funny and supportive, and having a vision for a
school in the heart of West Baltimore. She will be missed.



RG

Rondy Griffin - March 31, 2022 at 12:04 PM

Gramme's adventures always involved Gemariah. Any experience
they could share-was enough to make her smile. 
(Being Together )

Stacie Teal-Locust - March 24, 2022 at 10:48 AM

Stacie Teal-Locust purchased the Sentiments of
Serenity Spray for the family of Carolyn Doles
Blackwell.

https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


Stacie Teal-Locust - March 24, 2022 at 10:35 AM

Mrs. Carolyn, I will forever remember you as an inspiration to many
and more importantly to me. Thank you for believing in my dreams.
Thank you for speaking life and confidence in me. Thank you for
welcoming me into your home as well as the adventures you would
share. Thank you for being fearless and a true example of Black
Excellence. Thank you for your entrepreneurial spirit. Because of
your example. You've led me to a path of self-acclamation and
strength. You loved your people, you loved your culture- Never
believed the negative narratives that try to bring one to surrender.
You boldly stood !! Firm .. Flat-Footed and delivered your dreams to
reality. As we watched you-we started to believe that we were just
as powerful as you. As I watched you- I began to believe in myself,
My Blackness, My Beauty, and my right to sit at the table TOO. 

 You made it look easy- though I KNOW it was harder than I could
ever imagine. 

  
Everything you thought me, I teach to my son along with any young
person who cares to know or needs a second opinion to attest to
their greatness. You are a seed that has been planted and will grow
FOREVER. 

  
Stacie Teal-Locust
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Pete & Karen Ross - March 24, 2022 at 03:23 AM

Carolyn's Kwanzaa celebrations and african heritage tribute during
family reunions were amazing. Her beautiful spirit and loving smile
will definitely be missed. Sending our love and prayers of comfort!
Pete & Karen

Elaine White-Spencer - March 23, 2022 at 04:53 PM

I remember Carolyn aka Grammie who doted over her son and
grandson who she would speak of in admiration. A soft spoken easy
going refine woman who always kept an even tone. Kind, good
hearted, caring and giving. She will be truly missed.

Lisa M. - March 23, 2022 at 04:13 PM

Lisa M. purchased the Sentiments of Serenity Sp
ray for the family of Carolyn Doles Blackwell.

https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


AD

Auria Dean-Hutton - March 17, 2022 at 11:07 PM

Carolyn and I were classmates since junior high school. We played
sports together with Mr. Poke at Sommerset Recreation center. We
often talked about our plans for the future,schools we would like to
attend . We saw each other at class reunions to catch up,talk about
our sons and grandchildren. I will miss you friend. 

 Our Prayers are with you Toby and family 
  

Harry and Auria Dean-Hutton

March Funeral Homes - March 07, 2022 at 01:23 PM

We the March Family and Staff wish to extend our deepest and
heartfelt sympathy in the passing of your loved one. Our prayers go
out to you and your family in your time of loss. We know and
understand that you have received many expressions of love and
we will continue to lift you up in prayer. May the memories you
cherish of brighter and happier days help to ease your sorrow and
comfort you always.


