Bertha Thelma Gray

June 10, 1923 - April 16, 2022

Bertha Thelma Gray was laid to rest on April 28th next to her husband
Nathaniel Cheek and her mother Minnie Mae Brown. Born in Ellenton Florida
in 1923 Bertha worked on a farm picking vegetable from around 10 years of
age. Bertha moved to Baltimore in 1940 where her mother had already been
living. She held many jobs from hospitals to hotels before beginning domestic
work in the early '50s. She was so beloved by her employers that it became
her career for the next 40 years. Though she had no children of her own she
helped raise many. And in some cases, helped to raise their children’s
children. Many of those kids stayed in touch with her the rest of her life.

Bertha heard the calling of Jesus in her early 20's and joined the church in her
McCullough St. Neighborhood where she feels she received her true
education. She decided to live her life in the Christian way from then on.

Bertha would return to Florida to visit her sister Juanita and her cousin Robert
(Bobby) Nunn and other family. She never learned to drive so it was often by
bus. She loved fishing and cooking and telling a good joke. She enjoyed
getting dressed up in fine clothes whether for Sunday Service or a wedding
celebration. Bertha could be quite the socialite. But she earned those good
times with hard work. Bertha, who for more than half of her life went by the
name Thelma, was not one to sit around idle. She always had somewhere to
go, something to do, if not on her own job, then helping others with their work.



Retirement came hard to Bertha. She often remarked how much she missed
working. She was thankful for the daycare opportunities offered to the elderly
where she found she had a creative eye and skillful hand for embroidery.

And of course, the church always filled her with a sense of purpose. After her
husband passed away Bertha moved with her elderly mother into the Green
Hill Senior Citizens Home on Violet Ave. That would have been about the time
she joined the Good Shepherd Baptist Church on Park Heights Ave where
she found friends and Christian fellowship for many more years of her life.

Bertha is survived by a niece, Ms. Shirley Jenkins of Braidenton FL, and a
God-daughter, Luetta Holmes of Baltimore MD, and adopted God-daughter,
Leslie Naditch of Boston MA and many friends.
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Bertha Thelma Gray

October 13, 2022 at 08:33 AM

I will forever remember the fun times with you at Future Care. Your
spirit and smile are forever in my heart. You were such a sweet and
loving person and will truly be missed.

Anita

Anita Greenbhill - April 21, 2022 at 08:53 AM

Thank You Anita §

Leslie Naditch - April 26, 2022 at 12:57 PM

We the March Family and Staff wish to extend our deepest and
heartfelt sympathy in the passing of your loved one. Our prayers go
out to you and your family in your time of loss. We know and
understand that you have received many expressions of love and
we will continue to lift you up in prayer. May the memories you
cherish of brighter and happier days help to ease your sorrow and
comfort you always.

March Funeral Homes - April 20, 2022 at 09:50 AM



Thank you March Funeral Home. Ms. Glynis Harris was a great support
to me. Her kind ways made this difficult task much easier to bear. And
your organization literally went the extra mile for us.

Leslie Naditch

& Bertha Gray

Leslie Naditch - April 30, 2022 at 03:08 PM



