
Arvel Ellis Owens
January 4, 1925 - April 27, 2012

Arvel Ellis Owens died on April 27, 2012 at FutureCare Cherrywood in
Reisterstown, Maryland. 

 

He was born in Baltimore, Maryland on January 4, 1925 to the late Charles
Owens and Lillie Thomas Owens. The eighth child of this union, Arvel lived
nearly all of his life in northwest Baltimore. 

 

Arvel attended Baltimore City Public Schools including Carver Vocational
Technical and Frederick Douglass High Schools. In the late 1970’s he studied
for and obtained a General Education Diploma (GED). He was very proud of
this accomplishment. 

During WWII, he served honorably in the United States Army. Following the
war, he spent the majority of his working life at Aberdeen Proving Ground,
working as a warehouseman and in preventative maintenance. Arvel won
several awards for improving his organization and retired, after thirty years, in
1980. 

 

In 1947, Arvel married Pauline McDonald. From this union, two children,
Paula and Roland were born. He was a devoted Father. For most of their 55
years of marriage, Pauline and Arvel lived in the 2100 Block of Westwood
Avenue. The couple understood the importance of getting a good education



and instilled a love of learning in their children. A deeply spiritual man, he was
a long-time member of Ames Memorial United Methodist Church and in his
later years, he was a member of Lochearn Presbyterian Church. 

 

Throughout his life, he loved music. In addition to playing the trombone and
piano, he had a lovely bass voice which he used to sing the Lord’s praises on
many choirs including those at Ames and Lochearn. One of his favorite songs
was the “Hallelujah Chorus” from Handel’s Messiah. For several years, he
sang at Baltimore’s Meyerhoff Symphony Hall in their “Musical Tribute to Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.” 

 

Whenever you came to visit Arvel in recent years, you could bet that CNN was
playing in the background. He loved to watch the news and talk about current
events. Additionally, he was a science fiction and history buff who also
enjoyed fishing and traveling. 

 

Arvel was loved by his friends and family. He was always there to lend a
helping hand or a sympathetic ear. He was close to his only grandchild, Allen
Ashby who affectionately called him “Dough-Dough.” This name stuck with
him and before long many others called him by that moniker. A devoted uncle,
to his many nieces and nephews, he was also affectionately known as
“Unkie.” 

 

Arvel leaves to cherish his memory two children, Dr. Roland Arvel Owens and
Paula Owens Ashby; one grandson, Allen Ashby IV; one daughter-in-law, Lola
Leal Owens; one future son-in-law, Theodore Roosevelt Laster, Jr.; one
granddaughter-in-law, Eboné Brister Ashby; one sister, Romaine Owens
Taylor; three nieces in Baltimore, Shirley Owens Montgomery, Janet Carol
Owens Merritt and Jacqueline Shaw Johnson; a very special friend, Agnes
Sears; and a host of other family and friends.





Cemetery Details

Arbutus

1101 Sulphur Spring Rd.
Baltimore, MD 21227

Previous Events

Public Viewing

MAY 3. 8:30 AM - 8:00 PM (ET)

March Funeral Homes - West Baltimore
4300 Wabash Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21215
(410) 542-2400
info@marchfh.com

Family Hour

MAY 3. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

March Funeral Homes - West Baltimore
4300 Wabash Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21215
(410) 542-2400
info@marchfh.com

mailto:info@marchfh.com
mailto:info@marchfh.com


Wake

MAY 4. 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Lochearn Prebyterian Church
3800 Patterson Avenue
Baltimore, MD

Service

MAY 4. 11:00 AM (ET)

Lochearn Prebyterian Church
3800 Patterson Avenue
Baltimore, MD
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October 13, 2022 at 08:33 AM

Arvel Ellis Owens

Carla Wallace - May 04, 2012 at 01:27 PM

It will be the little thins that you will remember, the quiet moments,
the smiles, the laughter, and although it may seem hard right now, it
will be the memories of these little things that help to push away the
pain and bring the smiles back again 

  
Extending deepest sympathy for you in your loss. 

  
Carla

Ms Springer - May 02, 2012 at 03:38 PM

I'm so sorry for your loss and would like to offer my condolences to
your family. Death is such a terrible thing for a family to go through, I
actually lost my mom 3yrs ago. I'm truly grateful that I have the truth
about death and look forward to the future when there will be "a
resurrection of both the righteous and the unrighteous."—ACTS
24:15. I'm sure you would love to see your dead loved one again in
the coming Paradise here on earth! Again so sorry for your loss!!



March Funeral Homes - April 30, 2012 at 10:38 AM

We the March Family and Staff wish to extend our deepest and
heartfelt sympathy in the passing of your loved one. Our prayers go
out to you and your family in your time of loss. We know and
understand that you have received many expressions of love and
we will continue to lift you up in prayer. May the memories you
cherish of brighter and happier days help to ease your sorrow and
comfort you always.


