
Alease McCraw
December 8, 1919 - December 15, 2010

ALEASE McCRAW, was known to all whom loved her as “Ma Alease.” She
was born on December 8, 1919 to the late Henry and Mary Irby in Blackstone,
Virginia. Ma Alease went to be with our Lord peaceably on December 15,
2010 holding the hand of her oldest grandson, Carlton. 

 

She was educated in the public school system in Blackstone, Virginia, she
moved to Baltimore, Maryland at the age of nineteen. Alease gave her life to
Christ over twenty years. After moving to Charlotte, North Carolina with her
grandson, she joined Liberty Hill Baptist Church in Waxhaw, North Carolina.
She later attended her daughter’s church, Spirit of Faith Christian Center. 

 

In 1944, Alease married John McCraw and was married for thirty-seven years
until he passed away in 1981. Together they had a family of three, Viola, John
(Tiny) and Thelma. Alease worked for GSA in the Federal Government for
more than thirty-five years before she retired. 

 

In her more active days, she enjoyed bowling, paying pinochle and dancing.
She loved to laugh and entertain. She always enjoyed having lots of people
around her. She loved cooking and having people around to feed. She always
invited people in her neighborhood to come by and “get a plate”. She was a
great cook and you could count on her to give you some good spicy food or
some good spicy advice! She was not one to hold back on what she thought



and was feisty right until the end. 
 

She had an excellent memory and was blessed to see and know all of her
grand, great-grand and great-great-grandchildren. She was even able to take
a picture with her last great-grandchild who was born on her birthday. 

 

Ma Alease was given a precious gift from God, the gift of giving. She was
known for giving money, food, clothing and shelter. She absolutely lived to
give and loved it with a passion. She had a heart of gold. 

 

Everyone hung out at Ma Alease’s house. You could find solace and comfort
in tough times there. 

 

Though she spent the last three years with her daughter and son-in-law,
Smitty in Baltimore, she spent her final hours in North Carolina. Her passing
was peaceful and we celebrate that she is now with our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

She leaves to cherish her memory: two daughter’s Thelma Smith and Viola
Hawkins; sister, Mary Lee Williamson; son-in-law, Chares Smith; nineteen
great-grandchidren and fifteen great-great-grandchilden; and other relatives
and friends.



Cemetery Details

Woodlawn Cemetery

2130 Woodlawn Drive
Baltimore, MD 21207

Previous Events

Public Viewing

DEC 22. 8:30 AM - 8:00 PM (ET)

March Funeral Homes - West Baltimore
4300 Wabash Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21215
(410) 542-2400
info@marchfh.com

Wake

DEC 23. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Sprirt Of Faith Christ Church
8430 Glen Mar Rd
Baltimore, MD

Service

DEC 23. 11:00 AM (ET)

Sprirt Of Faith Christ Church
8430 Glen Mar Rd
Baltimore, MD

mailto:info@marchfh.com
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Alease McCraw

R.L. Ruth Parham South Carolina - December 23, 2010 at 10:06 PM

We are saddened by your loss. We will miss your mom but so glad
we have good memories of her. Thank you for sharing her with us.
We were happy when she came into our life, she was quite a lady.

towanda - December 23, 2010 at 07:54 AM

Towanda sent a virtual gift in memory of Alease
McCraw

Cynthia Smith-Hoover - December 21, 2010 at 07:55 PM

Cynthia Smith-Hoover sent a virtual gift in
memory of Alease McCraw
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Towanda Mccraw - December 21, 2010 at 05:39 PM

1 file added to the album Photos

Towanda Mccraw - December 21, 2010 at 02:03 PM

Towanda Mccraw lit a candle in memory of
Alease McCraw

March Funeral Homes - December 20, 2010 at 09:45 AM

We the March Family and Staff wish to extend our deepest and
heartfelt sympathy in the passing of your loved one. Our prayers go
out to you and your family in your time of loss. We know and
understand that you have received many expressions of love and
we will continue to lift you up in prayer. May the memories you
cherish of brighter and happier days help to ease your sorrow and
comfort you always.


