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Ed Jones, born and raised on Shepard St., Petersburg, VA, was the son of Edward L.
Jones &
Jenny B. Twyne. Ed is survived by his niece, Marie Brown of Gainesville FL, and nephew,
Michael Curtis of La Junta CO.
Ed’s father served in Theodore Roosevelt’s “Rough Riders” in the Spanish-American War
in Cuba; and fought in the battle of San Juan Hill. Unfortunately, he died before his son,
Ed, ever knew him. Ed grew up under the loving influence of his mother and the Gillfield
Baptist Church
and the famous reverends S.A. Brown and Wyatt T. Walker. Ed’s mother always took care
of people – family, friends and strangers alike, regardless of race. The two reverends
introduced Ed to Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.; and their influence, along with his mother’s,
shaped Ed’s life of service.
Ed spent his early years working in his uncle’s shoe repair shop; and after graduating from
high school, Ed served in the U.S. Army 1952-54. He then went to Alabama State
University where he studied for three years. He lived in Selma and Montgomery; and was
with the civil rights marchers who were beaten and jailed in Selma. He worked with Dr.
King at the Dexter Baptist Church, and helped with distributing food. This experience also
helped to shape Ed’s life of service.
Upon returning to Petersburg, Ed attended Virginia State University where he earned his
certificate as a physical therapy trainer. He also worked for twenty years at the Virginia
State Hospital, on the janitorial staff, from where he retired.
It was during this time that Ed found the Baha’i Faith and was attracted to the principles of

the unity of mankind, the unity of the religions and all under one God; and he continued to
spend the rest of his life working towards the goal of service to others and justice. He
spent every day of his retired years driving around Petersburg delivering food to the
needy.
Ed’s only leisure time was playing tennis, which he loved and taught to his niece and
nephew. He played tennis even in his eighties. Ed’s final years were spent at The Envoy
on Forest Hill Ave., where he received kind and expert care. Ed’s racquet is in his coffin
with him. He will surely continue to play tennis and serve in the next world.
God bless!

Cemetery Details
Veterans Cemetery at Amelia
10300 Pridesville Rd
Amelia, VA 23002

Previous Events
Celebration of Life with livestreaming available
DEC 17. 10:00 AM (ET)
March Funeral Home -Laburnum Chapel
2110 E. Laburnum Ave.
Richmond, VA 23222

Tribute Wall
To View the Webcast of the Funeral for Edward Lee Jones, Please Click the Link
below.

March Funeral Homes - December 17, 2021 at 09:14 AM
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Ed and I volunteered together at the New York State Bahá'í Summer School for
two years in the late nineties. Ed was drawn to anything that involved religion,
health and movement. Thus he became friendly with a Sufi community in the hills
of Maryland, and discovered that these Sufis retained a memory of the time in the
early 1860s when Bahá'u'lláh stayed with a Sufi community in Suleimaniyya, Iraq.
It's too bad there was no one to track Ed everywhere and record his adventures. I
will pray for the progress of his soul. - Charlie Clark, Middletown, NY
Charles R. Clark, Jr. - May 06 at 10:45 AM

We the March Family and Staff wish to extend our deepest and heartfelt
sympathy in the passing of your loved one. Our prayers go out to you and your
family in your time of loss. We know and understand that you have received many
expressions of love and we will continue to lift you up in prayer. May the
memories you cherish of brighter and happier days help to ease your sorrow and
comfort you always.
March Funeral Homes - December 14, 2021 at 11:10 AM

